115 SLICE: _ 
= Es 5 FUGELSANG'S 
| HANDED COOK E^ GUILT (ф ms 


RIDE REVIEW: 
_' — 4 JEEP PATRIOT 


SCHOOL'S OUT 
DAN SAVAGE 

AS REQUIRED 
READING 


THE BROTHERS 
OF DELTA 
LAMBDA 

PHI - DELTA 
CHAPTER 


A z " 

a » | 

Issue 444 16,868 "mum сод, 35 Б 1 
LavenderMagazine.com iPadecaiPhones Enthusiasts : > 6 low @ ТІГІ... 
Display Minnesota's GLBT Magazine > =) FONON DIGCGGOGAYNEW 


From May 31 Until June 13, 2012 * DM 201! 


HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST 


presents 


ERE 
THE GAY MARRIAGE PLAYS 


ws, Mo Gaffney Jordan Harrison Jeffrey Hatcher 
Moisés Nouíman Neil LoBute 

Wendy MacLeod Jose Rivera Poul Rudnick 
Doug Wright... 7 


DIRECTED BY ИРА КМОХ 


МАУ 31 - JUNE 16 


New Century Theatre * 615 Hennepin Ave * Street Level 


BY PHONE: 800.982.2787 GROUPS 10+ SAVE! 612.455.9501 
IN PERSON: New Century Theatre Box Office (no fees) 


or any Ticketmaster outlet | Ree 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org c E 


HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST FRANK. PRIDE BAN Роя 
ORPHEUM * STATE * PANTAGES * NEW CENTURY eee ON HENNEPIN MORE INFO 


? 70 b. ч 
ж “Ге” +. ч 
= UL 
” | | n T = Y Y 
| | | ! 1 1 Ч 
| | | | | | | | 
| | | | | | Y 


[AVE N |! В 
MAY 31-JUNE 13, 2012 | ISSUE 444 


Е OUR LAVENDER 
8 From the Editor 
9 Lavender Graduates 
10 A Word in Edgewise 
12 Lavender Lens 


Е OUR SCENE 
16 FOC Map 
18 Bar Showcase 
20 Arts: Spotlight 
24 On the Record 
26 Arts: Dan Savage 
28 Arts: John Fugelsang 
30 Slice: The Left Handed Cook 


Е OUR LIVES 


35 Leather Life 


Е OUR AFFAIRS 
36 School's Out: Out on Campus 
48 School's Out: Brotherhood at the U 
51 School's Out: Marriage Equality 
52 Big Gay News 
53 Against the Amendment 


Е OUR HOMES 
54 Gardening 
56 Ride Review 


E OUR RESOURCES 
59 The Network 
62 Community Connection 
65 Classifieds 


Е OUR VOICES 
58 Skirting the Issues 
61 Dateland 
64 Ms. Behavior 
64 Trolin 
66 Through These Eyes 


ON THE COVER 

Dan Savage of "It Gets Better," "Savage Love," and "Savage 
U" is bringing his Savage Love to you in June. Photo 
courtesy of Hennepin Theatre Trust 


4 | LAVENDER | MAY 31JUNE 13, 2012 


Photo courtesy of John Fugelsang 


Photos by Mike Hnida 


Online Magazine 


У ЕМЕШ SANDÉ 


SUL VERSION OPE nus 


Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your 
computer, iPad, iPhone or DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only 
online, not in print. 


Delta Chapter of Delta Lambda Phi: Doug Haltinner, 
President, Góran Gustav and Brendan Follick. 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


Fully Trained to Serve the GLBT Community 


Financial 
Assistance 
pvailable 


aT. 


Senior Care Solutions, 
including Adult Day Health 
T А Care Services, In-Home Care, 
| “ЖЕ 427. 52 = Restorative Nursing and more. 


Minnesota Premier Ноте Improvement Specialists- == LU *—,, латы 


* Bathing & Haircare 

Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms e Basement Finish 
Windows / Doors е Decks / Porches е Roofing 9 Siding & S4 M 
Ice Dam Prevention & Removal - un * Chronic Care Management 


* Home Health Care Services 


* Health Monitoring 


* Caregiver Support Groups 


* TBI, Strokes, Isolation, Cancer, 


E omae. — Parkinsons, Dementia and More 


Weekdays: 7:30 AM-6:00 PM 


$ 5277 = 2 = Saturdays: 10:00 AM-4:00 РМ Serving the Twin Cities Metro 
BBB олзыг H 
таны Over 20 Years Experience 


BUSINESS “We Roofed It AGAIN!” 


FREE ESTIMATES "At SarahCare we come together to share our memories and make new friends." 
Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 


www.StioRoofing.com 70А 952.465.0555 + sarahcaremn.com 


ARRESTED* 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


(612) 305-4360 * www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


* Numerous Indecent Exposure dismissals 
* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI/DUI His winning record 


has made 
* Other Dismissals: Drug Charges, Assault/Domestic Assault, 
Theft Charges, Disorderly Conduct Jeff Dean a name 


you can trust. 


• Successful results in probation violation cases 


"| was charged with a felony and Jeff Dean got my case dismissed. It's so nice to be free of the worry! Call Jeff if you are facing a DWI/Criminal charge." 


-B.T former client 
If you need a Realtor call my twin brother Jon Dean: (612) 802-1053 


LavenderMagazine.com | 5 


44 necklace and 
pendant by 
Annie Fensterstock 
22k gold, rubies, 


jewelry 
home 
chocolate 


sapphires and 
diamonds 


Brian Johnston, David Lozinski, 


Loan Officer Sr. Loan Officer 
NM369936 FIRST EQU ITY i (1М430103 
і rt. і i 
959.697.3595 Office MORTGAGE 959.697.3595 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 619.868.6968 Cell 


"Gay owned and operated" 
e HUD, FHA, VA approved. 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


o | p? www.femort.com ( | | | 
Mi | | 


~ 


зе 
с. 


P ts 


VASER® Shape is ideal for 
targeting specific areas like 
the tummy, arms, inner thighs, 
saddlebags, and love handles. 


——. 0" «M Results after 1 treatment! 


EW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


Pain Free * Non Invasive * Body Slimming 


Victoria Hagstrom, M.D. • 612-208-0741 е www.Anewmedicalcenter.com 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center • 120 South 6th Street, Suite 175 е Minneapolis, MN 55402 


6 | LAVENDER | MAY 31JUNE 13, 2012 


LAVENDER 


Volume 17, Issue 444 * May 31-June 13, 2012 


Managing Editor Andy Lien 612-436-4671 

Editor Emeritus Ethan Boatner 612-436-4670 

Editorial Associate George Holdgrafer 612-436-4672 
Copy Editor Bridget Rocheford-Kearney 

Volunteers Toni Meyers, Emily Heinbockel, Shane Lueck, 
Bianca Catibog, Lannie Walker, Meghan O'Connor 
Contributors Scott Endres, Heidi Fellner, Emily Heinbockel, 
Ed Huyck, Justin Jones, Ellen Krug, Toni Meyers, Steve Lenius, 
Jennifer Parello, Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan, Joy 
Summers, John Townsend, Carla Waldemar, Randy Stern, 
Kristin Thompson, Shane Lueck, Bianca Catibog, Lannie Walker, 
Meghan O'Connor, Kathleen Watson 


Sales & Advertising Director Barry Leavitt 612-436-4690 
Senior Account Executive Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 
Account Executive Scott Belcher 612-436-4675 
Advertising Associate George Holdgrafer 612-436-4672 
Advertising Intern Logan Halla 612-436-4697 

Sales & Advertising Traffic Coordinator 

Linda Raines 612-436-4694 

Classifieds Suzanne Farrell 612-436-4699 

National Sales Representative Rivendell Media 
212-242-6863 


Creative Director Hubert Bonnet 612-436-4678 
Multimedia Designer Mike Hnida 612-436-4679 
Photographer Sophia Hantzes 


Lavender Studios Hubert Bonnet, Mike Hnida, Austin 
Lindstrom 


Publisher Lavender Media, Inc. 

President & CEO Stephen Rocheford 612-436-4665 

Vice President & CC Pierre Tardif 612-436-4666 

Chief Financial Officer Carolyn Lima 612-436-4664 
Administrative Assistant Austin Lindstrom 612-436-4661 
Founders George Holdgrafer, Stephen Rocheford 
Inspiration Steven W. Anderson (1954-1994), Timothy J. Lee 
(1968-2002), Russell Berg (1957-2005), Kathryn Rocheford 
(1914-2006), Jonathan Halverson (1974-2010) 


Letters are subject to editing for grammar, punctuation, space, and 
libel. They should be no more than 300 words. Letters must include 
name, address, and phone number. Unsigned letters will not be pub- 
lished. Priority will be given to letters that refer to material previously 
published in Lavender Magazine. Submit letters to Lavender Magazine, 
Letters to the Editor, 3715 Chicago Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 
55407; or e-mail <editor@lavendermagazine.com>. 


For our Privacy Policy, go to www.lavendermagazine.com/resources/ 
privacy-policy/ 


Lavender Media Inc. 

3715 Chicago Avenue S., Minneapolis, MN 55407 
LavenderYellowPages.com 

612-436-4660 office 

877-515-9969 toll free 

612-436-4685 fax 

612-436-4664 subscriptions 

612-436-4660 distribution 

612-436-4698 advertising 


LAVENDER 225 


MAGAZINE.COM ¿COM 


LavenderMagazine.com BigGayNews.com 


Audit Bureau 
A MINIPA Занат unu 
Member ИШИН (763) 315-7725 

Entire contents copyright 2012. All rights reserved. Publication of the name 
or photograph of any person, organization, or business in this magazine does 
not reflect upon one's sexual orientation whatsoever. Lavender” Magazine 
reserves the right to refuse any advertising. This issue of Lavender" Magazine 
is available free of charge during the time period published on the cover. 
Pickup at one of our distribution sites is limited to one copy per person. 


Assisting People 
with Disabilities to . . . 


Lead independent lives by providing services of the 
Disability Linkage Line. 


Your one-stop for disability and chronic illness related questions. 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with 
the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide | 


Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO 


Product sales. 


Disability 
LinkageLine 


Put it to work for you. 


STOP: 


Wage garnishment 


Bank levies 
Foreclosure 


Repossession 


а 
2 
7) иер” 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
1600 University Ave Suite 16 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
651-646-8342 


www.mcil-mn.org 


Relax. 
We've got your bath. 


No Money Down, 
No Payments & 
No Interest for 

One Year! 


= 952243221933 
[8] [m] 1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 


www.Minnesotarebath.com 


16 поган for cash. Coupon good for a complete Re-Bath system only. 
with any other offers. Valid only at the time of first appointme 


Minnesota 3 9! 2 | | ) 33 
1- -800- Bathtub (1- -800- 228- -4882) 


www.Minnesotarebath.com 


Locally owned and operated! + License #062249PM 


ent. H 
EN йз 2m 12. Size restrictions may apply. See ЖӨ 5 ES a 2 


КАВЕМ R. PALM CPA 
612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


BANKRUPTCY 


"Providing New Beginnings Since 1991” 


Free Consultation with Experienced Attorney 


Call now: 651.645.1211 
| BECKY A. MOSHIER 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


PROVIDING NEW BEGINNINGS SINCE 1991 


2233 University Ave. УУ. Ste. 420 • St. Paul, MN 55114 


ALSO: WILLS, POWERS OF ATTORNEY, 
HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVES 


ur community. 


lief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 


SEDGWIGK 


HEATING + AC | COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 


SERVICE 
· CALLS 
Starting 


U - 


49! 
SAVE $1,000 
SAVE $500 


огіМогеїопја! 


and) Air, Conditioner, 
or More on a New Boiler, Plus $1,000+ on Manufacturer Rebate 
Plus Rebates and upto $825/on Utility Rebates. 


www.SedgwickHeating.com 
(612) 284-6271 


Serving all of the Twin Cities. 


LavenderMagazine.com | 7 


сс 
ш 
[=] 
= 
ш 
3 
[- = 
> 
e 


FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


I'M SITTING at my desk in the corner of Lavender's office build- 
ing, thinking of my first job out of college. I worked for Twin Cities 
Public Television's now-defunct corporate subsidiary, Point2Point 
Communication Solutions, in Lowertown St. Paul. Our office was on 
the top floor ofthe building that now houses The Bulldog Lowertown; 
it's exponentially cooler now than then. Back at the turn of Y2K, it 
only housed a dingy convenience store and an Insty Prints. Over- 
looking Mears Park and connected to our parent company by sky- 
ways, it was a fantastic setting for working; there was plenty to look 
at, it had access to other business people and lunch destinations, and 
there was a little hubbub, but not too much. 

After the first time I lost my car in the parking ramp at TPT, I 
vowed to always park in the same place forever and ever, amen. АЁ 
ter the boss took me to lunch in the skyway system and then made 
me find my own way back, I decided to pack my pockets with bread 
crumbs for any future forays. After a member of the board tossed his 
keys across my desk telling me to park his car as they slid to a stop, I 
learned that I was the lowest on the totem pole and some people will 
always slide their keys to whomever is paid to catch them. 

I lived in a combination of earnestness, fear, humility, and righ- 
teousness. Being a fresh graduate of Macalester College, I truly be- 
lieved that I could change the world. It was mine to dissect and decon- 
struct as a Social Scientist—my degree said so. Though I started my 
first job asking to use the restroom every time I had to go, I had this 
odd flipside of confidence that made me feel like I was made of steel. I 
sat at the front desk, answered the phones, and was the administrative 
assistant to a handful of creative, hilarious, personable people. It was 
a job that I didn't know was as fantastic as it was...until after I went to 
the next ones that weren't so fantastic. At age 22, I sorted the mail and 
answered the phones. I did the bank deposits. I took graphic design 
courses. I had three weeks vacation from the get-go...and sick days 
were on the Honor System. Iloved it. I had important work to do, a 
great place to do it, and I was paid money. Yes, money. 

As far as work and employment were concerned, I was partic- 
ularly engrossed in the topic of Bentham's Panopticon as a spatial 
model for my work space. As the administrative assistant and re- 
ceptionist, I was plunked smack dab in the middle of an open office 
area, surrounded by private offices. I was the center of a wheel; in- 
visible spokes radiated out from me and separated the offices of the 
company's leaders. If you Google Bentham's Panopticon, you'll find 
neat images illustrating a prison system that was similar to an Honor 
System. Envision a wheel—in the center are the prison guards, ra- 
diating out from the center are prison cells; the walls between them 
are the spokes of the wheel. Beyond the cells are windows letting 
in light and effectively backlighting the inhabitants of each cell for 
the prison guards to be able to monitor them at whatever time they 
wanted to. Here's where the Honor System similarity comes in; be- 
cause of the lighting and positioning of the guards and the prison- 
ers, the prisoners couldn't see the guards and never knew when they 


were being monitored. So, they never knew when to behave and, 
arguably, had to behave all the time in order to be in compliance with 
their incarceration. 

What's my point? When I was 22 years old and working in the 
center of an office as the lowest on the totem pole, I was convinced 
that I was in a Reverse Panopticon. It was a reverse model because 
I was the prisoner in the middle. The people with power were all 
around me and able to monitor me at any time. Not only did they 
have legitimate power over me, being my superiors, but they also 
had visual control over me as I never knew when they were watching 
or listening. My Nonverbal Communications course reminded me 
how my desk, being accessible and visible from 360 degrees, left me 
without privacy. They could overhear my conversations and see what 
Iwas working on, so I'd best behave. 

I usually did behave. In fact, I was probably the best behaved 
then...when I was fresh and new and pliable. I realize that I'm compar- 
ing it to a prison system, but I think it's because I was finding my way 
from arigid school structure and into the freedom of adulthood. I was 
testing what I thought was freedom against what I thought was con- 
straint when, really, there is good behavior in freedom, too. Freedom 
does not just mean getting to do whatever we want to the point of mis- 
behaving. Perhaps, unfortunately, we've redefined what it means to 
misbehave, too. There just aren't tremendous consequences for get- 
ting things wrong, not listening, not handing in assignments on time, 
or treating others discourteously...at least not like there were back 
in school. Perhaps we do need more of a Panopticon, reverse or not. 

These past few months, I've had the pleasure of working with 
students volunteering from the University of Minnesota and Augs- 
burg College. What I've noticed about them is that they do what they 
are asked. They are well-behaved. They don't necessarily ask when 
to use the bathroom, but I'd rather they didn't...so that works out 
well. They show up. They call when they're late. They are smart 
and inquisitive and on the top of their games. They still know good 
grammar and punctuation, not quite having slipped into what some of 
us might refer to as "business colloquialisms." 

Now that I'm no longer the lowest on the totem pole in the middle 
of an office (my position of power is located in the rear windowless 
corner of a former Kingdom Hall for Jehovah's Witnesses), I can say 
that I really like working with these future and current additions to 
the work force. It's a shame that so many of the new graduates are 
not finding work—are you kidding me? What they lack in experi- 
ence, they have in work ethic. They're prepared to get the jobs done. 
But, what they don't know is that they're not in a Panopticon. I’m 
not watching their every move—because I know they're behaving. I 
trust that if I mentor them well enough, they might not backslide into 
lax adulthood like the rest of us have. 

At least when no one's looking. 

With thanks, 

Andy 
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School's out for these Lavender graduates! 
We want to congratulate our Lavender Media 
team members who recently received their 
degrees of higher education: 


Ethan Boatner Logan Halla Carolyn Lima Pierre Tardif Kathleen Watson 
University of Minnesota University of Minnesota, Concordia University, Université Laval, Augsburg College 
School of Continuing Twin Cities St. Paul Québec City 
Education Theatre Arts 
Bachelor of Arts, Masters of Arts - Trilingual (Directing/Dramaturgy, 
Master of Liberal Studies Journalism - Business Organizational eBusiness MBA Technical Theatre) 
Advertising Management 
photo by Doug Knutson English Literature, 
Conferred Language, 
December 15th, 2011 and Theory 
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Life changing results Multiple custom 
without spending your lasers to treat: 

life savings. Save up Nearsightedness FREE ENHANCEMENTS, Guarantee make LASIK 

to 50% every day on Farsightedness 1 Pru affordable to more people 
Custom Wavefront LASIK ASTIGMATISM Paredes than ever before. 


Dur financing plans 


Personalized and Best Price 


follow-up vision care and 


THOUSANDS OF PROCEDURES 
PERSONALLY PERFORMED 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | Ев. Boatner 


Standing On Ceremony 


SATURDAY, MAY 5, I was proud to receive my Master of Liberal 
Studies degree at the U. I was even prouder that several close friends 
attended and cheered me on. (Audience members, friends, and fam- 
ily were invited to shout out, and the full house at Ted Mann Concert 
Hall was in excellent voice.) 

Mohammed Musani of the Inter-College Program gave an 
excellent Student Address in which he praised not only the con- 
cern and attention of the faculty, but the importance of family and 
friends to the final success of all the degree candidates gathered 
that morning. 

Ithought of my own network of friends, ranging from those I see 
personally and frequently to those in Amsterdam, California, Boston, 
Alabama, and Fiji who have listened patiently to my moans and com- 
plaints, spurred me to keep going, and cheered at my victory-after 
all, it’s been 49 years since my first degree. 

But I also thought of the importance of rites of passage, how 
they tie one to community or clan, how a person becomes a person 
through celebrating coming-of-age rituals, and marriages, being for- 


mally inducted into the group. 

Inclusion is the very thing that so many are working so hard to 
deny members of our community, our city, our state, our country. 
My commencement offered a lens through which to focus the im- 
portance of ceremony and acceptance, to see how healing continues 
to be an impossibility as long as individuals for whatever reasons are 
blocked from full participation in citizenship. 

How many of the young-and less than young-graduates left the 
hall that morning with a fresh diploma but no legal rights to marry 
and start a life with the person they love? How many may already be 
partnered to a same-sex spouse and are not privy to the 1,100-some 
rights held by legally married heterosexual couples? 

We're nearly half way through 2012, and, come November, the 
state ballot will have us vote on whether or not to inscribe discrimina- 
tion into the state constitution. Gays already cannot legally wed—will 
we announce our continued bigotry and intention to stand by it? Gay 
children will to be born to Minnesotans. Is a truncated set of civil 
liberties to be Minnesota's gift to future graduates? L1 


Your choic 
of deals in June! 


e $19 | $79 


Joiners Fee | Joiners Fee 


12-month month-to-month 
Commitment Required Membership 


"Ioften arrive at the 
YWCA feeling drained 
and stressed out. By the 
time I leave, I have my 
energy and my serenity 
back. The YWCA is one 
of the reasons I love 


AS » 0 Offer is good on new Adult, Family, Student and 
living in Minneapolis. 


Young Professional memberships. 
В . Some exceptions apply. 
- Cynthia, managing asthma, wwwyweampls.org 
now training for a half-marathon. 


Member since 2006. 


~: eliminating racism 
The Power to Soar empowering women ywca 


MINNEAPOLIS 
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*Jean M. Brandl ** Melissa Houghtaling 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Discrimination, Administrative Law, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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Visit us at Linders.com for more information 


Call Dermatology Consultants today at 651-209-1600 
for a skin consultation to find out if Ultherapy is right 
for you. Mention Lavender Magazine and qualify 
for a $100 Ultherapy gift card! 


Dermatology Consultants has four locations in St. Paul, Eagan, Woodbury 
and Vadnais Heights. For more information visit dermatologyconsultants.com 
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What's Your Plan? 


\ Roya Moltaji, СЕРе, СЋЕСе, CASL™ 


T Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 


7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
| Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor” designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


| Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. 

Securities products and investment advisory services offered Бу (6 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 

needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for [a 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
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from American Family. 7 
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Dawn Bartell Agency 
American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries i 
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a - е 7 American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dba rtell@amfam.com 
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www.amfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 
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20 Years Experience in Р 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 
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www.jerryaburg.com 
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situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
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caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 
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In Home Care & Assistance 
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VCA Cedar Animal Hospital 
3604 Cedar Avenue South 
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= Complete Wellness Care = Boarding 
= Evening & Weekend Hours 


VCA Animal Care Hospital 
1208 East 66th Street 
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*For New Clients Only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 2 pets per client. General veterinary service only. Cashier code: 700.500. Expires 05/31/12. 
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for New Clients" 
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DA App Store 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, ¡Pod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S, 
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GLBT Stand Up Comedy Showcase! 
Friday June 15: 8pm © No Cover 


HEADLINED BY Tiffany Norton 


Nominated in 2012 as one of 
“The Best Comics in Minneapolis” 


Tiffany Norton: A fabulous Professional female comic, 
who has been seen opening for Louis Anderson. 
She is also a Featured act at many Mpls clubs. 


Hosted by 
Matt Iverson 
AM 
1 BAR TWIN 
ТНЕЈСАВАВЕ а СатрјВаг паре 
490]№РоБег 5 Раш ММЈ55104] 
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Ае кеа Масенојмакејмем, 
IEveryonelWelcomey9yEvery, HOSTED BY Trent, Trover, Kathy & Nico 


Free Pool & Darts 
$6 Pitchers 

$4 Long Islands 
$2 Shots 

PGP Review 
Karaoke - Lounge 
Patio Open 

Great Food 


Check daily happenings at Town housebar.com or The Town House Bar on Ei 
1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL е MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL • 651-646-7087 • WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 


SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


19 BAR wmay21 


P. Z : 


Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts THE TWIN CITIES ULTIMATE "To Do" LIST 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 3 PM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR SMOKING PATIO 2 
ALWAYS А GOOD TIME I YA News 


Your connection to GLBT: 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


Singles Pool б) Events 
7” TOURNAMENT 
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Your BARTENDER оњ С 
BRANDON Л 
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Help cure НІМ 


Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 
way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part of it. 


Let’s talk if you are: 
• HIV+ 
* 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


UNIVERSITY 
OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover” 


ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


The Amen Corner. Photo by Michael Brosilow 


THE AMEN CORNER 

Through June 17 

Guthrie Theater, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 

It's uncanny that the classic play, The Amen Corner by James Baldwin (1924- 
1987), opened at the Guthrie the same week that President Obama announced 
his support for same sex marriage, which was swiftly followed by angry, even 
virulent protestations from African American Christians disgusted by what they 
term as ‘the sin of homosexuality.’ Though Baldwin's 1954 play does not deal 
with homosexuality, and it was widely known and still is widely known within the 
African American community that he was gay, it addresses sexual hypocrisy with 
complexity, theological depth, and righteous anger in a way that only a brilliant 
gay writer can. It reinforces the notion of the gay man as a broad interpreter of 
sexuality in general in the way that playwright Tennessee Williams was and sex 
columnist Dan Savage is. 

Director Lou Bellamy's terrific Penumbra Theatre cast, which plays on the 
Guthrie's thrust stage, mines the ferocious puritanism that Harlem churchgo- 
ers unveil when they find that their minister, Sister Margaret (Greta Oglesby), 
had left her jazz musician husband, Luke (Hannibal Lokumbe), years before. 
Remember that it wasn't until the 1960s that the taboo on divorce began to lift. 
Also, consider how uncommon it was for women to be ministers in the 1950s. 

Fatefully, Luke returns to Margaret, wracked with illness, and being the true 
Christian that she is, she gives him a roof over his head. But this also quickly 
damages her relationship with their son, David (Eric Berryman), who himself is 
a paragon in her church, who understandably wants to find out details about why 
their marriage collapsed, and who wants to get to know his father. Moreover, 
this means that David's increasing interest in jazz as opposed to church music 
threatens Margaret's smothering control over him. Luke is now David's gate- 
keeper for the world at large, not his mother with her idealizing Christianity. For 
Margaret, as with many African Americans at that time, gospel music is divine. 
Jazz, sinful. 10 years later, Baldwin would write another major play, Blues for Mr. 
Charlie, which indicts murderous racism from a black v. white viewpoint. But, 
with The Amen Corner, the spotlight is turned unflinchingly on his own race. 

This powerhouse production has an epic feel to it. Even Vicki M. Smith's set of 
an underfunded church facility has a gritty magnificence about it out of which bursts 
the big emotions and ideas that Baldwin puts forth. Even small roles of congregants 
played transformationally by Sha Cage and Faye M. Price are exquisitely observed 


natural gems in themselves. 
I've covered Cage and Price for 
years, and I honestly did not 
recognize it was them beneath 
their characters’ personae until 
into the second act. 

Lerea Carter amazes in 
a small role as Ida, a woman 
facing loss and domestic 
cruelty, and for whom church 
platitudes are only salt in her 
wounds. Thomasina Petrus's 
Sister Boxer is a chilling evoca- 
tion of puritanical self-righ- 
teousness—perhaps the best 
performance of her career. 

The Tony-caliber Oglesby 
is marvelous but is hampered 
by Lokumbe’s lack of acting 
chops. He is a world renowned 
musician, and looks the part, 
but he doesn’t emotionally con- 
nect with her. Also, Lokumbe’s 
big scene with David midway 
through the play drags. 

Berryman is superb and 
captures the very essence of 
youth just about to expand into 
the larger world. He brings to 
mind Tom, suffocated by paro- 
chial home life, in Tennessee 
Williams’s The Glass Menag- 
erie. The only white character 
in the show is a non-speaking 
role by Benjamin Mandel- 
baum, whose well-scrubbed 
look matches Berryman’s 
nicely. They seem to exude 
a slight sense of gay puppy 
love. Baldwin would have been 
pleased, dare I say. 

Sanford Moore’s musical 
direction of gospel sung by 
Fellowship Missionary Baptist 
Church is, on the one hand, 
splendid. But on the other 
hand, overly festive musical 
selections intrude far too 
much into the bleaker, more 
existential moments of the 
play, undermining Baldwin’s 
intent. More somber selections 
or none at all in such moments 
would have been appropriate. 
In sum, despite some flaws, 
this is a big, beautiful produc- 
tion that merits a transfer to 
Broadway. The Tony Awards 
would surely nominate, if not 
award it, for Best Revival. 

Two years after this play, 


Baldwin wrote the short novel, 
Giovanni’s Room, a landmark 
in gay and African American 
literature. See this play and get 
that book! 


STANDING ON CEREMONY: 
THE GAY MARRIAGE PLAYS 
Through June 16 

New Century Theatre, City 
Center, 615 Hennepin Av., 
Mpls. 

(800) 982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Don’t miss some of the 
Twin Cities’ finest actors 
in this ultra-professional staged 
reading of 10 short works by 
playwrights of note. As the gay 
marriage controversy rages 
statewide and nationwide, this 
is the sort of theater art that 
will anchor and deepen your ar- 
guments for gay marriage and 
tickle your funny bone. 

The bulk of what’s offered 
is madcap comedy. Highlights 
include Wendy McLeod’s 
The Flight Tonight which 
centers on a California lesbian 
couple about to board a plane to 
get married in Iowa. Paul Rud- 
nick’s The Gay Agenda hilari- 
ously reveals through Freudian 
slips a conservative woman’s 
subconscious discomfort with 
her two gay neighbors. Doug 
Wright’s On Facebook is drawn 
from actual online arguments 
about gay marriage. 

Other plays include ideas 
around marriage vows and 
how physical attraction can 
affect pairing up. The most 
moving work is Moises 
Kaufman’s London Moquitoes 
which muses on a couple 
who first bonded when JFK 
was assassinated and then had 
a primary relationship that 
outlasted many, if not most of, 
the heterosexual relationships, 
of their generation. 

Tectonic Theater Project, 
which created the Matthew 
Shepard play, The Laramie 
Project, and of which Kaufman 
is Artistic Director, assembled 
these marriage plays last year 
for an international simulcast 
reading. Our local production 
was directed by Wendy > 
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Tony Award Winning 
Star o 


of 
Wicked, Rent, and Glee 


SATURDAY - 8:00 RM 


July 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim 
book by James Lapine 
directed by Rick Shiomi 

music direction by Denise Prosek 


. 
Tickets available at the State Theatre Box OH 1 
all Ticketmaster locations, by calling | 2:2, Ef й. Park Square Theatre 
800-745-3000 and online at Ticketmaster.cóm “Бемееапсот | July 20-August 5 


HILARIOUS! 


Thu-—Sat 


STRME RAYS ЦЭ 


де" ко УЧ о M Pbi Y $20 & $25! 


Grill Menu available 


WEEK-LONG SESSIONS 
ALL SUMMER LONG! 
Starts June 18! 


494 


ҮЕ 
І 


BYE BYE 
BIRDIE 


952-934-1525 ( hanhassen 800-362-3515 
=~ 


WWW.CHANHASSENDT.COM 


SPOTLIGHT 


Knox who has also directed 
this incarnation. This year's ac- 
tors: Shawn Hamilton, Mark 
Rhein, Jim Lichtscheidl, Laura 
Adams, Aimee K. Bryant, and 
Shanan Custer. 


BLUE MAN GROUP 

June 15-24 

Orpheum Theatre, 910 
Hennepin Av., Mpls 

(800) 982-2787 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Those three bald blue 
characters who have taken the 
world by storm are on tour 
with their multimedia smash. 
Consumerism, computer- 
ized gadget obsessions, and 
gumballs are given a kinetic 
commentary by these agile 
performers and a dazzling pro- 
duction concept. No dialogue, 
but an array of tribal rhythms 
make for a sense-driven 
experience that will make you 
see the world differently than 
when you walked in. 

Trio member Kalen 
Allmandinger points out “this 
show is more character-driven. 
The Blue Man navigates his way 
through the evening, interacting 
with audience and technology 
in search of what it means to 
connect, and of how best to 
do so. Along the way he finds 
himself in the middle of a varied 
landscape, full of both wild ex- 
travagance and quiet simplicity.” 


THE BOYS IN THE BAND 
June 7 - 23 
Lowry Lab, 350 St. Peter 
St., St. Paul 
(646) 248-3968 
www.brazentheatre.org 

In 1968, Mart Crowley's 
Off Broadway comedy was such 
a hot ticket that major figures 
in show biz and politics flocked 
to Theater Four where it ran 
for over 1,000 performances. 
Film star Natalie Wood, who 
starred in the landmark hetero 
sex comedy Bob & Carol & Ted 
& Alice the following year, was 
one of its financial backers, and 
when you put The Boys in the 
Band in context with plays and 
films about gay men created up 
to this point, it’s nothing short 
of earth-shattering. However, 
many people who are gay and 
progressive wrongly assert that 


the play is dated, negative, and 
(though they may not use the 
term) ‘politically incorrect.’ This 
is nonsense because Crowley’s 
vision of a flamboyantly gay 
birthday party ‘intruded’ on 

by aman who may be latently 
homosexual is one of the most 
penetrating examinations of 
internalized self-loathing in 
theater history. Timeless. 

As Mark Hooker, director 
of Brazen Theatre’s revival, 
reminds us, it “still echoes 
themes present with the com- 
munity today: dealing with 
unfair treatment in society, and 
also how we can sometimes be 
cruel to ourselves within the 
LGBT community. The Boys in 
the Band is funny and fright- 
ening in the same way that 
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf? is frightening. 
And in the end, it reflects our 
past and present while pointing 
to hope in the future.” 


FELA! 

June 12-17 

Ordway Center, 345 Wash- 
ington St., St. Paul 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 

Fela Anikulapo Kuti (1938- 
1997) looms as one of modern 
history’s prime exemplars of 
how art can actually catalyze 
shifts of political consciousness. 
His resistance to Nigerian dicta- 
torships spirited forth Afrobeat, 
a musical genre that blends 
jazz, funk, and African rhythms. 
Olivier and Tony-nominee Sahr 
Ngaujah stars in the bio-musical 
FELA!, now on its national tour, 
which plays at the Ordway. 
Iconic gay rights pioneer and 
choreographer, Bill T. Jones, 
nabbed one of the show's three 
Tony wins. 

Paulette Ivory, who played 
Nala in the London produc- 
tion of The Lion King, co-stars 
as Sandra Izsadore, the Black 
Panther activist who profoundly 
influenced Kuti's sensibility. 
Ivory describes how when “I 
started listening to the lyrics, 
Ithought, wait a minute, this 
man is actually singing out a 
political message in the middle 
ofthe song that I didn't expect 
to hear. People would be having 


The Boys in The Band. Photo courtesy of Brazen Theatre 


a good time, but then they would stop and listen and go yeah, this is not right what 
the government is doing. Yeah, we are led by a military regime that is suppress- 
ing us and not helping us, that is making themselves richer while we are getting 
poorer. We are suffering immensely, and Nigeria is falling apart. What can we do 
about it? [Kuti's music] is what we can do about it." 

This awareness spurred by the lyrics is where the consciousness shift then kicks 
in. As Ivory points out, the next step was for people to consider “how we would let 
the world know that Nigeria is being controlled in this way. So that's what's revolu- 
tionary about it—the way he got his message out there. What a brilliant approach 
to go; music is the weapon. Music which is for everybody, old, young, black, white. 
Music will touch everybody and then we get our message out there." Kuti died of 
complications related to AIDS in 1997. 


THE NAKED I: WIDE OPEN REMOUNT FOR PRIDE SEASON 
June 13-16 

Intermedia Arts, 2822 Lyndale Av. S., Mpls. 

(612) 227-1188 

www.tctwentypercent.org 

When I saw this eclectic assemblage of short trans-oriented vignettes and 
dramas last February, I was struck with its angry mixed messages about the down 
side of labeling and then, on the other side, the idea that we should all be up to the 
minute with whatever new terminology GLBT academics and powers elite should be 
putting forth. And you must be phobic if you don't get it! Such mixed messages still 
haunt the GLBT world and are serious flaws that we are not supposed to acknowl- 
edge. It's straight society that's our bogey man, right? Certainly not ourselves. Worst 
of all, this mixed messaging keeps potential allies walking on eggshells because they 
fear they may have used the wrong term or pronouns, hence some gay guy or trans- 
gender person will ridicule them for simply trying to understand. We get too caught 
up in our egocentric games of 'gotcha' with people who are genuinely interested 
and curious about our realms at the expense of friendship. This is a game where we 
emulate the sorry manipulations of other equality movements. 

That said, there were two exceptional pieces that merit being shaped into lon- 
ger plays. The Story of Bob was as in-your-face as any of the others, but it excelled 
because playwright Ben Resman reveals the grim details of a botched gender 
re-assignment surgery. Per the ‘Naked’ in the evening's title, Resman says “there 
is no question that the topic of Surgeries Gone Awry makes people uncomfort- 
able. However, this is a show about being ‘Naked.’ For me, being Naked meant 
telling my own story-a story about what happened to me in a failed surgery." 
Abel Knochel gives a strong lead performance directed by Megan Lembke. 

At the opposite emotional extreme is the lovely little play, Pink and Blue: A 
(short) Love Story. Katie Starks has directed two sweet performances by Erica 
Fields and Zealot Hamm. Playwright Andrea Jenkins calls it ^a vignette about a 
transgender woman who is enamored with a cis-gender, straight woman. Though 
at the time, the transgender woman had no idea of her love interest's sexual 
identity. It recognizes that societal influences and bias might deter the average 
cis-gendered person from taking a chance on love with a transgender person. 
Itis ultimately a universal story of love relationships, because they all have 
challenges that complicate matters which is why the refrain of 'She loves me, 
She loves me not’ is prevalent throughout the piece." (Cis-gender refers to the 
alignment of gender identity with the physical body you inhabit.) L1 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


MUSIC | ta Huyck 


ADAM LAMBERT Trespassing 

After the odd “I’m gay only when it’s convenient” 
vibe of his first post- “American Idol” efforts, 
Adam Lambert has engaged with his inner 
sparkle on his sophomore release for stronger, 
if still limited, success. He has gone from 
sounding like any other “Idol” clone, albeit with 
strong pipes, into a fair approximation of Justin 
Timberlake, which certainly isn’t all bad. The early, dance-fueled 
tunes recall the more straightforward pop of the early 2000s, while 

a string of MOR ballads don’t do much to excite. The title “Outlaws 

of Love” promises a bad-ass Judas Priest song, but turns out to be a 


STARRING ERIN SCHWAB rather tame, if at least pride-centric, power ballad. Lambert needs more 
2 JAY FUCHS WITH p seasoning to follow up on his potential. 
I 229 2 
S GOSSIP A Joyful Noise 
(ішегі NOISE | — Times have changed through the past decade- 


Q 


plus for Gossip (formerly appended with “the”), 
who has gone from a K-Records indie-rock outfit 
to a full-out synth-pop outfit with nary a guitar 
to be heard. Others have followed the path 
before, and there certainly is a sly intelligence 
in songs like *Get a Job" that are far from 

the mindless lyrics that dominate the pop charts. Singer Beth Ditto 
certainly possesses a more soulful voice than a lot of her indie-rock 
kin, and it fits in well here. The best songs are slower burns, building 
up atmosphere before getting to disco-tinged moments perfect for 
packing a goth-inspired dance floor. Tunes like *Casualties Of War" 
and "Involved" showcase the band at its moody best. 


LADYHAWKE Anxiety 
Londoner-by-way-of-New-Zealand Pip Brown 
unleashes her alter-ego’s second album onto 

a pop landscape that has changed quite a bit 

in the four years since her debut. Ladyhawke 
doesn’t care, as she is an artist willing to dance 
to her own electronic drumbeat. There’s plenty 
of pleasurable beats and driving tunes here, 
from the opening one-two punch of “Girl Like Me" and “Sunday Drive” 
through the rest of this pulsating album. Producer Pascal Gabriel 
brings his three decades of music-making experience to the fore here, 
collaborating with Brown to create the best Ladyhawke so far. A tune 
like “Vanity,” with a Brit-pop-like bounce straight out of an early Blur 
album, shows that there are plenty of positive places for pop music to go. 


NORAH JONES Little Broken Hearts 
As the title indicates, this is a break-up album, 
but Jones has more in play than airing dirty 
laundry. Built over several years with producer 
Danger Mouse, Little Broken Hearts features 
a striking string of musical departures for the 

= [> silky-voiced singer, who lets the rawness of her 

emotions seep into this experimental release. 

How experimental? While Jones' voice is always recognizable, the 
musical tapestry digs deeper into indie rock, such as on the behind- 
the-mix fuzzed out guitars on "Take it Back." In fact, when Jones slips 
closer to familiar territory on the back half of the album, the collection 


ч M | N N ES 0T AN S noticeably loses focus, as if the songs needed that extra touch to take 
them to the next level. Album closer “All A Dream" does bring that 
UNITED Y vibe back. О 
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Real College Radio 


June 13 - 24, 2012 
Limited Engagement! 


Celebrate the comeback in us all! 


Minnesota favorite Daniel Alexander Jones 
returns with his latest beautiful and outrageous 
creation: the soul superstar diva Jomama Jones. 


Ngee 


at the Ан 
Thursday, June 14, 7:30 pn 
Pre-show reception at 6:30pm. 


Tickets just $12! Call 612-825-0459 and 
ask for the Lavender a Discount. 


For r info: 612- B25- 0459 
pillsburyhousetheatre.org 
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COVER FEATURE | John townsend 


Why Sex Columnist Dan Savage Should Be Required Reading For All 
Students At All Educational Institutions And Students of Life in General 


DAN SAVAGE, America’s most popular 
sex columnist, is an openly gay man who is 
as enlightened about queer sexuality as he 
is about heterosexuality. He will go down 
in history as a seminal figure who bridged 
the two realms. His MTV series, “Savage U,” 
has him traveling to various institutions of 
higher learning and fielding frank, uninhib- 
ited questions from students. 

Educationally speaking, true learning 
and inquiry can only come from releasing 
prejudices as much as possible. Unfortu- 
nately, discussions about sexuality are too 
often wracked with prejudices formed by 
misinformation and disinformation sprung 
from personal and institutional shame. But 
Savage puts the shame aside and lets his 
readers and questioners let it all hang out. 

He has pointed out that there’s a lot of 
open discussion about sexuality in print and 
online. Savage, himself, has become an on- 
line hero with www.itgetsbetter.org, which 
provides healing energy to kids targeted by 
bullies and anyone else who may be dealing 
with ramifications of bullying. 

However, television is not as advanced in 
its straight talk about sexuality as are well 
selected internet sites and certain books and 
publications. With the exception of the rare 
cable show, television tends to approach sex- 
ual issues on moralistic grounds, even on net- 
works we are told are liberal. Programming 
generally does not examine what actual sex- 
ual experiences are like, and it’s the rare tv 
program that delves into nuanced, complex, 
layered notions of the nature of sexuality. 

Moreover, sex ed in many places has had its 
budget cut and restrictions put on what’s men- 
tionable. Regrettably, many younger college 
students, especially from isolated areas, may 
only have seen entertainment that capitalizes 
on objectified images of sexy young men and 
women and heard judgemental insinuations 
and protestations from prissy media figures 
who address sex in prudish fashions. Though 
CNN’s Anderson Cooper has been sympathet- 
ic toward bullying victims and same sex mar- 
riage, he recently badgered www.backpage. 
com attorney Liz MacDougall who was try- 
ing quite reasonably to counter his question- 
able accusations of her company supporting 
child sex trafficking. Indeed she handled his 


onslaught well, but Cooper's shrillness-the op- 
posite of inquiry-actually took us further away 
from possibly gleaning enough information to 
start solving the problem! Fox's Bill O'Reilly 
constantly expresses animosity toward gays 
and women’s rights and their supposed attack 
on family values, but his nickname is ‘Captain 
Phone Sex,’ which came about from his com- 
munications with an extramarital ‘friend with 
benefits.’ Savage himself has fingered CNN’s 
Nancy Grace, clearly an exponent of the out- 
moded sex-negative feminism of the ’80s, for 
getting on her righteous high horse in an in- 
terview with a male porn star. Grace, in her 
typically unctious way, ended up reinforcing 
stereotypes about feminists and white women 
with southern accents. Happily, however, one 
“Savage U” episode was held at Alabama’s 
Auburn University where the host was warmly 
embraced by wellscrubbed southern youth 
who clearly appreciated his insights. And the 
young women he interviewed were obviously 
more clear in their thinking than Grace. 

To be clear, Savage is totally 100% about 
consensual safer adult sex. And it’s that adult 
realm that he navigates so helpfully. He gives 
asense of the difference between being legiti- 
mately careful or dubious and being racked 
with fear. This means that he has demystified 
kinks that once upon a time were considered 
‘weird’ or ‘perverted’ or ‘sick.’ He’s quite firm 
on how we misuse such terms and in so do- 
ing often thwart potentially wonderful experi- 
ences and relationships. 

His letter writers open up with questions 
about their interests in various kinds of role 
play, in fetishes that will amaze you, in how 
one goes about having a successful group 
sex scene with their spouse or life partner. 
Not only does he not judge these things, he 
has us consider that the exploration of such 
things can be a path to deeper self-aware- 
ness. Moreover, he is invaluable to couples, 
straight and gay, who want to work out ways 
of having their sexual needs and desires met. 

Though Savage is certainly not anti-porn 
he observes that porn peering, like video 
games, can become a compulsive vicarious be- 
havior that takes one away from dealing with 
one’s sexuality and other issues. He’s compa- 
rable to the wonderful Cindy Gallop of www. 
makelovenotporn.com who is not antiporn 


but wary of how too much porn can debilitate 
intimacy and actual erotic expression. Hence, 
marriages and relationships could be saved. 

Ironically, conservatives who squawk 
about the need to keep marriage tradition- 
al fail to see that what will keep marriages 
intact is a clear path of communication be- 
tween spouses. Savage guides you along 
such a path. And if it includes spicing up your 
marriage with an added partner, he provides 
an ethical structure to help facilitate that. 

And this is perhaps what Savage's detrac- 
tors bristle at the most: the world of sexual 
exploration is not sinful, but it is however not 
an ethics-free zone. Sexually active people and 
those who want to become more sexually active 
may not use the underground nature of most 
sexual exploration as a place to secretly violate 
others. If you go to a swinger party, you may 
not go grab the buttocks of any unaccompanied 
woman there who strikes your fancy. If you tell 
your husband you want a three-way with an- 
other woman as long as he penetrates her, but 
goes ahead and does, that is a violation. If you 
make a date for a tryst, and you don't bother to 
show up without calling, that's shabby. If you 
are a woman who goes ballistic because your 
husband wants to dress in panties or watch 
you urinate, you're wrong to shame him for it. 
If you are a straight man who likes athletic men 
to kick you in the groin and you know you are 
not homosexual, it is wrong for gay men to then 
judgementally obsess with the idea that ‘you 
must be gay’. If you are a gay man or a lesbian 
who wants to be dominated by a straight man 
or woman who calls you names, you are not a 
traitor to the GLBT movement. 

Sex shamers and so-called ‘slut shamers’ 
like to think that their abstinence or pre- 
tense at abstinence is a form of ethics. Or 
that their radical professed willingness to 
exclude kinks, fantasies, and raunch is vir- 
tuous. However, there’s nothing ethical or 
virtuous about them. 

Savage illuminates just why that is and 
in so doing, revolutionizes how we handle 
sexuality. L1 


Dan Savage: Savage Love Live 

Fri., June 22, 8pm 

Pantages Theatre, 710 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(800) 982-2787 
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Friday, June 22 * 8:00pm 
PANTAGES THEATRE * MINNEAPOLIS 


IN PERSON: State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) or any Ticketmaster outlet 
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INTERVIEW | John townsend 


JOHN FUGELSANG: Our Favorite ‘Stagfag’ Talks About His New 
Comedy Show and Recent Strides in Gay and Lesbian Rights 


JOHN FUGELSANG is surely one of the 
most passionate and eloquent straight al- 
lies of GLBT Americans. He is also one of 
the most intelligent and funny comedians 
around. Whether he’s co-hosting on Stepha- 
nie Miller’s radio show or hosting the Va 
Va Voom Awards for Visual AIDS, a noted 
group that supports artists with HIV and the 
legacy of HIV art, he fractures with a ven- 
geance the stereotypes about straight guys 
being insensitive to queer issues. 

Though Fugelsang has lately been best 
known for his dynamic comic turns in the 
national tour of The Sexy Liberal Show, for 
which Lavender Spotlight named him Best 
Solo Performer From Out of Town 2011, he 
has actually developed a more ambitious 
solo show, Guilt: A Love Story directed by 
Tony-nominee, Pam MacKinnon, which 
plays the Pantages on June 16. 

Fugelsang, the son of an ex-nun and an 
ex-Franciscan monk, draws from his own 
personal history to expound on religious in- 
tolerance and the absurdities of right wing 
politics. But he’s not merely a stand up comic. 
His performances have a physical and vo- 
cal power that spellbinds, so it’s no surprise 
Guilt: A Love Story was nominated by the Dra- 
ma League for Best Off Broadway solo show. 

JT: You won me over the first time I 
heard you call yourself a ‘stagfag’ on Stepha- 
nie Miller’s radio show. How did you come 
up with that? 

JF: Faghag - when I was a kid, that was 
what they called a woman who hung out with 
gay men, and I’m a straight guy who hangs 
out with gay men. I lived in Greenwich Vil- 
lage. I grew up in regional theater. When I 
was 13, I realized I was a homophobic bigot 
and that half the men I knew and loved were 
gay. And that I was just conforming and that 
I really hadn't thought about things. So my 
heart was opened at a very early age. Like 
I said, I lived in Greenwich Village; my best 
friends were gay. Га hang out at gay bars — 
that's where all the cool women are. 

The LGBT culture is such a part of my 
life. I got to live in Greenwich Village at the 


John Fugelsang. Photo courtesy of John Fugelsang 


dawn of ACT-UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash 
Power) and the AIDS resistance movement. 
I moved there in the late '80s when I was 
16 years old, so I got to witness the birth of 
ACT-UP and that whole generation. I had a 
lot of friends with HIV who died and some 
who lived, and my best friend from child- 
hood was a hemophiliac who contracted 
HIV. He was a homophobe, and he died. For 
me, in a way, it affected me. When the Presi- 
dent made his announcement about mar- 
riage equality, a lot of progressives want to 
pooh-pooh it and say "Welcome to the party 
now. Where were you a few years ago?" But 
I understand the compromises he has to 
make for political reasons. But I felt there's 
never been any minority group in history 
that has made as much progress in as short 
a time as LGBT Americans. Throughout all 
of human civilization, we've never seen a 
minority group go from underground and 
being rather despised and trivialized, (in 
a) marginalized status to a place of social 
prominence and acceptance. And really it's 
because of the plague. AIDS is what caused 
the LGBT community to mobilize and get 
their shit together, to not wait to ask for 
rights to be given, but to take them. I think 
there's a direct correlation between the 
AIDS plague and Barack Obama's announce- 


ment because, were it not for that horrible, 
horrible disease, we would not have seen all 
the beautiful advances we've seen over the 
past few years. And it makes me proud to be 
an American and proud to be a human. 

JT: We should count our blessings as 
we recall how far we've come in memory of 
those who have passed away. 

JF: A lot of young guys don't realize this. I 
know gay teens who don’t even like to use the 
word ‘gay.’ They don’t want to have any kind 
of label. I respect that. Each generation has to 
carve out its own identity. I have to look for 
positives everywhere I can. We would never 
have seen gay and lesbian troops allowed to 
serve openly in the military. We would never 
have seen marriage equality legalized in so 
many states were it not for this disease. 

JT: You have a rich sense of history that 
comes through your interviews obviously, 
and through your comedy. Not to mention 
your political and religious insights. Tell me 
about Guilt: A Love Story. 

JF: It’s about guilt and about love. I begin 
it with the story of Onan in the book of Gen- 
esis and how that story was used to demonize 
birth control, same-sex relationships, mastur- 
bation, and any kind of non-procreative sexu- 
ality. And how so much of what religion pun- 
ishes us for, we punish ourselves for. It doesn’t 
come from God. It doesn’t come from you. It 
comes from the hang ups of dead guys. 

It also begins with the story of my par- 
ents’ love story. How they once swore never 
to love and then broke their vows and how 
neurotic it can make you to be the child of 
parents who once promised God you'd never 
exist. I use [all this] as a springboard for a lot 
of funny stories and a lot of funny history of 
how religion got to be as crazy as it is. The 
whole show is about breaking vows and the 
growth that can come from that. П 


Guilt: A Love Story 

Sat., June 16, 8pm 

Pantages Theatre, 710 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(800) 982-2787 

www.ticketmaster.com 
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THEY SANG TO ME 
Friday-Saturday, June 22—23, 8 pm 
Ted Mann Concert Hall 


Don't miss the highlight of Pride weekend: Dr. Stan Hill's final 
concert with the Chorus. Stan has gathered some profoundly 
beautiful music that will stir your soul and tug at your heart strings 
for his farewell to Minnesota. 


What will be the final number Stan will conduct? 
There's only one way to find out — get your tickets today! 


Tickers: tickets.umn.edu or 612-624-2345 
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The Left Handed Cook 


It takes a special kind of crazy to want to pick up 
from L.A., where you've been established a career and 
life for yourself, plop down in the middle of a city that 
you've never lived in, and open up a business. Thank- 
fully, Thomas Kim and Kat Melgaard are just the right 
kind of crazy. Tiring of the smog, the traffic, and the 
general high cost of living, they traded in the City of 
Angels for the Minneapple. 


Kim has extensive experience, having worked in the highly starred 
kitchens of Nobu and Roy Yamaguchi. Before his time in L.A., he was 
working in food snob paradise of San Francisco. While his experience 
was mostly as a sushi chef, he had dreams of opening his own place. 

Before Melgaard went westward, she was raised on a farm in 
North Dakota. Growing up a sneeze away from Canada, she is better 
prepared for the winters that are yetto come. She spent some time in 
Minneapolis years ago when she attended the Aveda Institute. 

When it came time for them to decide where to land, she remem- 
bered her time in the Cities fondly and knew she would at least be 
closer to her family (though they'll likely miss the perks of visiting 
L.A. in the winter). 

'They considered other locations, but they have decided to open 
their new restaurant inside a stall at the Midtown Global market. They 
were able to transform what was once La Sirena Gorda into a hip space 
that will sell food to grab and go as well as have counter service. 

The concept of The Left Handed Cook is revolutionary for the 
Midtown Global Market place. The menu sounds like a long list of 
the food that I know chefs love to eat in their off hours. It's all at 
once gourmet, but full of comfort food. It's full of Asian accents, but 
entirely at home in the Midwest. 

The pulled pork sandwich is full of tender barbecued tendrils, 
mixed with bacon beneath a slaw spiked with a sweet Korean chili 
sauce and tucked inside a buttery domed Salty Tart bun. 

The soft shell crab sandwich is full of generous hunks of crispy 
fried crab, a Korean aioli, and a generous splash of lemon juice. It's 
hearty, bright, savory, and luscious. 

However, the one menu that simply cannot be missed is the fried 
chicken. Chicken breasts are breaded tempura-style using rice flour 


A Minne Kitcbon. 


Thomas Kim & Kat Melgaard, owners of new "Minne Kitchen," The Left Handed Cook. 
Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


and potato starch and hit with 21 spices. I asked Kim, “Why 21? Is it 
even possible to taste so many different spices?” 

“Well, there are like five chili powders in there-there's no way to 
be able to taste them all." He went on to explain that, while he uses a 
very Japanese technique, the flavors are mainly American. He loves 
the aromatic quality of coriander, sage, rosemary, and thyme. The 
result is a flavor riot inside your mouth. Kapow! The crunchy , ы 


Continued on page 32 
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Your commemorative Pride Pin 
helps support the Ashley Rukes 
GLBT Pride Parade and provides 
discounts from some of your 
favorite merchants during 

Pride Month.Visit tcpride.org 

for a list of participating 
merchants and to enter the 
drawing for two (2) air vouchers 
for travel to select destinations in 
Mexico including Puerto Vallarta 
and Cancun from Orbitz. Entries 


on May 10, 2012 until 11:59:59 
p.m. CT, June 30, 2012. 


No purchase necessary. Must be 
18 or older. To enter 

and view the official rules, 

visit tcpride.org. 
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1-Asparagus with baby arugula salad and a poached egg; 2-Pulled pork sandwich with spicy slaw; 3-21 spiced fried chicken; 


crust gives way to ultra juicy chicken on the inside. Sometimes, life lets us be present in 
those special moments when we find a new and last love. I know that, from here on out, 
this is the chicken that I will crave. 

The most unique feature at The Left Handed Cook will be their chef's table. Beginning 
at 4:30, the counter space they have will be transformed (well, they'll pull back a curtain, 
but I'm sure it will be dramatic). A prix fixe menu will be revealed, and for a nominal 
amount of money (in the $35 range), guests will be able to watch this chef really flex 
his muscles. To say nothing of his L.A. expertise, he's been warming up inside Piccolo's 
kitchen since he moved here, doing a couple of stages. His creative juices are piqued, and 
he's ready to show them off. I predict this will be one of the most unique cheap date night 


)) 
wu 


NEWSY 


BITS 


Icehouse finally has an 
opening date. Described as 
a restaurant with a stage, 
the food will be done by 
the same guys who run 
Be'Wiched, and the stage 
will feature some major 
local music players. Open 
June 7th. 


The Butcher & the Boar 
garden is open, and | was 
right: it’s the new best patio 
in downtown Minneapolis. 
Unfortunately, the menu 

is quite limited. The beer 
and bourbon is a'plentiful, 
though. 


It's good to be Tim McKee. 
This week Маѕи Sushi & 
Robata was featured in 
both Food & Wine and Bon 
Appetit. Then Men’s Fitness 
crowned his original restau- 
rant, La Belle Vie one of 
the Top 25 Bars in America. 
Johnny Michaels wrote the 
bar menus at both spots. 


Sad news for breakfast al 
fresco diners: Mill City 
Cafe is closing. Their 

final service will be a party 
May 30th from 5 to 10pm. 
Owner Mandy Zechmeister 
assured me that they will 
soon relocate and that 
she’ll keep us posted on 
the new locale. 


4-Soft shell crab sandwich. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


experiences the city has to offer. 

While he mans the food, Melgaard manages the service aspect. Her creative eye and punk-DIY 
aesthetic brings a unique look to The Left Handed Cook. She adds genius little touches like Mason jars 
filled with vegetable oil and pictures placed inside. They made for great centerpieces at their opening 
party. Plastic cups were adorned with beads that spelled out helpful suggestions like, “Eat more.” She’s 
a party-throwing genius. 

They also hope to soon be able to offer beer and wine. Once El Burrito Mercado opens nearby, the 
hope is that they, alongside Sonora Grill, will be able to band together and open a little beer garden. 

Midtown Global Market continues to be a terrific place for hugely talented food makers to get their 
foot in the door. Or in this case, one talented left hand. 
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DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


3- Ex and 9pm- Лат 


. . y 
simpLy Beyond the ordinary.™ E AL M 
Kathy Jenkins угы: Pioneer Press $2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour | 
оо on Monday & Tuesdays! 


or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 
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golden fig 


- FINE FOODS» 


Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 
Twin Cities Live 


- Alllocal. АП the time. 


790 Grand Avenue + St. Paul, MN 55105 
2 651.602.0144 
www.goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


Your Humble Blogger 


HERE’S AN announcement I am thrilled 
to make: Every previous installment of 
this Leather Life column—the complete 
works, the entire corpus, the whole enchila- 
da—is now available on the Web in blog form. 

Yes, your humble columnist has also, at 
long last, become Your Humble Blogger. 
Every Leather Life column published in 
Lavender Magazine since 1995 (when both 
the magazine and the column started) is now 
available at leathercolumn.blogspot.com. 
At this writing that's over 430 blog posts, so 
there's plenty of material to explore. 

The new blog supersedes a former Leath- 
er Life website, www.leatherlife.net, that was 
started in 2005 but went mostly undeveloped. 
The former website's address now redirects 
to the new blog, at least for the time being. 

Articles are presented as originally pub- 
lished in Lavender—more or less. Most 
of the addresses and telephone numbers, 
especially in the event listings of the early 


columns, have been deleted. Some email ad- 
dresses and website URLs have been left in- 
tact, mostly as a matter of historical interest. 

All of the text of previous columns is 
now contained in the blog. Photos that 
were originally published with the columns 
will be added in the weeks ahead. Future 
columns will be added to the blog after first 
appearing in the print and various online edi- 
tions of Lavender. 

Commenting is enabled for each blog 
post, so feel free to comment. (I'm sure I 
hardly need to ask everyone to keep their 
comments civil and to not post spam.) 

Because the columns were originally 
published in Lavender, and Lavender is con- 
sidered a family magazine, the blog is not 
restricted to readers over the age of 18. 
If you're looking for porn, therefore, you 
will need to look elsewhere. On the other 
hand, if you're looking for information and 
entertaining reading about the life, history 


and culture of the gay, lesbian, and pan- 
sexual leather/BDSM/fetish community, I 
hope you will be happy with what you find at 
leathercolumn.blogspot.com. 

Finally, the inevitable shameless self- 
promotion: Your humble columnist's first 
book, Life, Leather and the Pursuit of Happi- 
ness, contains some of these columns in ex- 
panded form, with updates, cross-references 
and even footnotes. So if you like what you 
read in the blog, you will certainly want to 
own the book. L1 
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—Wingfest 2005-2006 


—Mpls/St.Paul Magazine —City Pages 


BESHNBURGER 


БЕЕЧЛӘРІРХОК КӨЗ НОЛА! 
CORPOR'ADE PARTY —Twin Cities Business 


IHSSITIBDAXG 8 1 KD ÁN 
ГИ RAV 8 i —Phil Weber (owner) 


S —Mpls/St.Paul Magazine 


3401 Louisiana Ave. So. * St. Louis Park (952) 929-6810 * ParkTavern.net 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 


Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 


Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 


Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before & 
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n й T °C 
#44 House Lift 
Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 
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OUT 
ON 


CAMPUS 


by Kathleen Watson 


Ah, che "best 
years of your Ше.” Мер 
er you're looking to start. 
school, are currently .a col: 


lege-student, or can fondly,’ 


remintsee about college 
times gone by, one impor- 
tant aspect of college is 
finding your identity and 
sharing:it with others. 
Depending on.the school, 
being out on:campus can 
be liberating, exciting, or 
downright scary. But one 
thing is certain: being out 
and proud allows people. 
to form a sense of cómmu- 
nity, provide support 101: ; 
others, and work to im- 
prove the experiences:of 
GLBF people on campus. 
The following staff, faculty, 
students, and graduates: · 
came otit and spoke out 
about their experiences 
on campus and everything 
they've done to make 
college campusés. a more 
welcoming environment. 


GLBT - 
Support 
welcoming 
exciting 
community 
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MATTHEW 
ANTONIO 
BOSCH 


UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA, 
TWIN CITIES 


As the new Director of GLBT Ally Programs office; Mat- 
thew Antonio Bosch's main goal is to train people atthe U, host 
events, and get other University offices to participate in insti- 
tutional change work that improves the experiences of GLBT 
students. He notes that the "biggest'one is that now we have 
trans-inclusive student health benefits. On the University of 
Minnesota's student benefit plan; there.are now provisions that 
remove the-exclusion of transgender individuals. Previously, 
the plan was not as open.as it could be for people of all gender. 
Now there are different services ayailable. This is huge for us." 


Bosch can't stress enough how welcoming the U of M is for GLBT 
folks. He says, “Tm really unapologetic about being out.” Not only can 
people comfortably be out on campus, but there are countless resourc- 
es available for every GLBT-related issue under the sun. There are 
40-plus GLBT groups or initiatives at the U of M, and the resources 
are not limited to University students. “We мин get calls from all over, 
people who want to know about resources." 

In Bosch's opinion, students should get connected quickly to GLBT 
support groups and become acclimated with the services provided at a 
college. ^You don't always necessarily have to come out because some- 
times that's risky. Be aware of your surroundings. But get connected 


n an environment that BAGS you feel uncomfortable, 
have numbers to call and people you can contact.” 
encourages people to ask future employers lots of ques- 
larly about domestic partnership benefits, the GLBT 
, and any harassment policies they have. He also urges 
ple to “Be unapologetic about who you are. Just go. Be yourself. 
ere’s nothing else you can do. I want students to not second- "Buess 
mselves and not second-guess their identities." 


identity 
sharing 
out 
Liberating 
seary 
support 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


TAYLOR 
FOSTER 
. SOCIOLOGY MAJOR/ 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE MINOR 
AUGSBURG COLLEGE 


As:one of Augsburg College's first-out trans students, Taylor 
Foster knew he couldn't keep silent about who. he was. Coming 
out as trans while at Augsburg, Foster used his experience to 
help promote a safe and inclusive erivironment on campus. “I 
think"it's:very safe being out at Augsburg." Foster notes that 
people, both students and faculty, were very aware of learning 
to using proper pronouns. 


Foster has been one of the most influential queer students on cam- 
pus. As the co-president of QSU, Foster was able to raise awareness of 
trans issues on campus-issues that had never received much attention. 
He organized Augsburg's first Trans Day of Remembrance, bringing in 
speakers to talk about trans issues and getting permission to change 
most campus bathrooms to gender-inclusive bathrooms. ^We had spe- 
cific bathrooms that were still gendered in order to respéct everyone 
and not try to force anything on anyone. One of the places trans people 
face the most discrimination revolves around bathrooms. On campus, 
we have only eight gender-neutral bathrooms, and I wanted to show 
others how inconvenient it was to try to go and find one of them." 

Most notable, however, was Foster's leadership after a shocking in- 


i cident where a gay student was assaulted near campus. He started a 
movement (which he “didn’t mean to start on purpose, it kind of just hap- 


pened”) called Stand Up Against Hate where he encouraged the Augs- 
burg community to speak out against the incident and not condone vio- 
lence against GLBT people. “I asked what I thought was going to be just 
a group of our friends and a few others to wear the colors of the rainbow 
during the week, and the group expanded up to over 650 people includ- 
ing alumni and family...It kind of blew up, and what I liked most about it 
was that Augsburg didn’t quiet it. They were just like ‘Alright, what do we 
do now? Let's talk about it. Let's work together to create a safer space.” 
Foster also «helped organize GLBT-friendly housing. on campus, 
which is now called “Everybody Loves Everybody,” in order to create 
an accepting community in the residence hall. Students living on the 


. GLBT- friendly floors find an immediate sense of support and family. 


"It's just a safe space for people to live in community. We all hang out. 


:Someone is always blaring Lady Gaga. We are a family. For a lot of us, 


this was our family." 

Foster hopes to spread the word about trans issues and bullying of 
GLBT youth. He hopes to become an openly trans and queer school 
resource officer, a police officer within a school. ^I want to promote ac- 
ceptance and love to all, and I want to work in the Anoka-Ramsey school 
district where a lot of the bullying is going on." 

Simply put, Foster was able to grow into his identity at school, and 
he encourages others to do the same. “College is where you find your- 
self. Well, do that..It'S not going to be easy. We all want to hope that 
there's this one day where it will all be unicorns and rainbows, but right 
now, it's just not. We need to know that it's going to be a fight, but it's a 
fight worth having." | 
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out 


STUDIO ART MAJOR/ART 
HISTORY MINOR 
HAMLINE UNIVERSITY 


Liberati 


Taking advantage of the positive and comfortable envi- 
ronment of Hamline University, Trung Nguyen spent his 
` four years at Hamline being involved in many organiza- 
tions that support GLBT students and ethnic stüdents. 
As a member of Spectrum (Hanrline's LGBTQ student 
group), the Safe Zone Advisory Committee, Asian-Pacific 
American Coalition, and-many other organizations. Nguy- 
en's positive influence has been felt by a:large group of 
students on campus. 


scary 


зөрөг! 


As a first-generation college student, and “firstand-a-half” gen- 
eration immigrant, graduating from college is a very big deal in 
Nguyen's family. “There was so much pressure...this is the cul- 
‘mination of a lot of years of sacrifice, and I really have to do this." 

But what was even more of a big deal was coming out to his 
family, who are political refugees from Vietnam who escaped reli- 
gious persecution for being Catholic. “They have a good sense of 
what is a real problem because they've been through a lot of really 
terrible things."Although Nguyen's family is now supportive, he 
still recalls the difficulty in coming out to a traditional family. ^It 
was sort of complicated because there was no word for homosex- 
ual in Vietnamese, so I had the complicated and somewhat mixed 
blessing of describing my attraction." 

Nguyen recognizes how fortunate he was to have a positive 
college experience. "Being out on campus is really comfortable. 
Being a cis-gendered gay male on campus is easy." He encour- 
ages students to engage in a broader community and “learn to be 
a.good ally instead of just being caught up in whatever it is that 
makes you feel oppressed." 

He also recognizes the privilege of attending schools in the 

| Twin Cities that are mostly queer friendly. “It’s really easy to be- 
come comfortable and relaxed in your safe college environment, 
and then when you get out, you realize that there's a whole lot 
of awful things going on, and you need to pay attention and not 
get too comfortable." He encourages people to get involved in the 
broader community in order to take advantage of the freedom of 
being out in the real world. 5 

After graduation, Nguyen will build his art portfolio with the 
hopes to. attend graduate school. Regarding how his work for the 
GLBT community will affect his future, he notes "It's never in a 
way that I. can put a title on it or add itto a resume, which I think 
is really fantastic because I want all those issues to become sort 
of second nature to me so I can incorporate that into my work and 
different areas of my life without it being its own separate insular 
thing." - 
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Photo by Mike Hnida 
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Initially not open about her sexuality, Mongan-Rallis submitted 
an anonymous entry into a public journal that she was a new faculty 
member who was afraid to come out as a lesbian. “A student appealed 
to me. She said, ‘Please; if you can be out as a lesbian faculty mem- 
ber. It would mean an enormous amount, not just to GLBT students 
but to all. We desperately need role models-and пева о know we are 
not alone.’ It had an enormous impact on me. I realized how impor- 


Angela Nichols, Chancellor Black, Paula Pedersen, Helen Mongan-Rallis. 
- Photo courtesy of University of Minnesota, Duluth 


UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA, DULUTH 


tant it was for those of us who were in a position of privilege to be 
out."Pederson notes that her work with students is a “reminder of how 
much of a struggle it can be for young people still today in 2012! T 
can lose sight of that reality and the students help me to realize the 
privilege I have-as well as my need to at times be more intentional and 
overt in the queer parts of me for their sake. At times, simply being 
comfortable and normalized is NOT enough to help them to feel seen 
and honored. I have countless students who have lived major parts of 


- their journey to sexual identity discovery and congruency in their four 


years at UMD. Witnessing the blossoming of their identities is power- 
ful (sometimes painful) and an honor." 

Mongan-Rallis wants students to. know that “I will stand beside 
them every step of the way." She encourages everyone to live in a 
way that is as real as possible, and live according to one's own princi- 
ples-not someone else's image. Mongan-Rallis and her partner raise 
their daughter in this manner, and ten-year-old Kaitlin has chosen to 
be open and active in the equal marriage rights movement without 
any pushing from her mothers. 

Pederson offers a message of acceptance and hope for students. 
“Realize'that your classmates come from a variety of different places 
and experiences around difference. Allow them their journey of dis- 
covery and understanding as well. If we can ALL try harder to meet 
one another with compassion, curiosity and a true willingness to lis- 
ten, learn and understand - I think that some of the problems that 
college students face around difference would be able to be managed 
it more easily." 
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THURSDAY 


JUNE 7 


5:30 - 9:00 PM 


Solera * 900 Hennepin Ave. 


Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
Cash Bar 
Register to WIN Great Prizes 


/ Visit booths from TC Pride, HRC, Minnesotans United, 
| | ТСОМС, Gay Softball World Series and other local 
nonprofits to find out the great events going on this 
4 Pride and over the summer. 


" HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
-HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, All God's Children MCC, PFund 


Lavender 4 CRAVE invite yov to 


Їз Pide Cemal 


Presented by Ameriprise СЭ [RedOne MEDICA 
SUNDAY 
JUNE 24 * 9 AM - End of Pride Parade 


CRAVE * 825 Hennepin Ave. 


It's the place to be to view the GLBT Pride Parade and enjoy a first-class brunch! 


No need to fight for a window seat. We'll have the parade simulcast on all the video monitors throughout both levels of CRAVE. 


ADMISSION: $25 in advance * $35 at door rise бэ 
Ticket information at www.aliveness.org/pride-central ad tia . | US MEDICA 
Ticket proceeds benefit: "MINNESOTANS 


е Ро ШИК 224, CRAVE 


Lavender с 2012 


(Qi n te 5190216 
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TUESDAY 
AUGUST 14 • 7:10 PM 


Minnesota Twins vs. Detroit Tigers 
Target Field * Minneapolis 

МЕ PARTY TO FOLLOW 
Enjoy the game in a reserved section with 1,000 of 
your closest friends, including athletes in town for 


the 2012 National Gay Softball World Series. 
EVENT TICKETS ARE $40 
Purch 


ENTE! ІСІ ТО RAISE THE TWINS TERRITORY FLAG! 
Simpl; a Л lagazine.com/summerofpride and you're one step closer to raising the pre-game flag at Target Field! 


Ле MEDICA. LAVENDER 


identity ^^ JESSICA 
sharing . FLATEQUAL 


C эж |... MINNESOTA STATE 
Liberating UNIVERSITY, MANKATO 


leges outside of the Twin Cities tend to get overlooked. 
One college that’s impossible to overlook is Minnesota 


sup P ort State University in Mankato. MNSU Mankato has the.sec- 


- i | When thinking about GLBT-friendly colleges, many:col- 
Scary | 


ond-oldest GLBT organizations in the nation and was voted 
by The Advocate as one of the top 100 campuses in the na- 
tion for GLBT students. 


As a long-time resident of Mankato, Jessica Flatequal knows 
how important it is for ће GLBT community to have resources and 
support in a smaller town. Now the Director of GLBT Services at 
.MNSU Mankato, Flatequal works to educate the campus on-GLBT 
issues and provides support for the GLBT community, encourag- 

ing students to “tote their rainbows."Flatequal truly feels that the 
MNSU community is very supportive. “Ffeel like my work here is 
supported by the President of our college, and I feel a lot of support 
on the campus for the work we do. I don't have to spend a lot of 
time justifying what we do. People seem to understand our purpose 
and really be on board with it." 
; MNSU Mankato offers several unique programs to better ser- 
NS vice the GLBT community. Flatequal notes, “A lot of the work we 
WIR Е : 3 
1 do is based on educating the whole campus." A mentor program 
allows students newly out or questioning students to meet up with 
currently out students. Flatequal hopes to spread the message that 
students aren't alone, especially in the college environment. An- 
. other group, Being Ethnic And Queer (BEAQ), focuses on the in- 
tersectionality of sexuality and race. Not only does Flatequal plan 
programming for the GLBT community and its allies, but she also 
runs one program that actually focuses on informing perpetrators 
of harassment in order to promote tolerance and acceptance. 
Flatequal feels fortunate to work in the college environment. “I 
have the privilege of sometimes finding students in a really dark 
place, and I get to be a part of their growth and their coming out. 
For so many students, they become active in our center; they go 
on to do their own positive activism in their.communities wherever 
‘they end up. I’m just so proud of their journey that I got to be a ` 
part of." А 
For students who are applying to colleges, Flatequal recom- 
mends that they do their homework. *Going off to college is scary 
enough, and if you have these extra things you're going to have 
to work through, you might as well go to a place where you know 
you're going to be supported: It will help your college career greatly, 
and you need to feel safe where you're at. Find the place that's right 
for you and all the parts of your identity." 
Finally, it's important for people to find the environments they 
want to be in and shape it to work for them. Flatequal says, "You 
don't have to be in the big city to feel valued or be who you are." | 


| 


Photo courtesy of Jessica Flatequal 


THOMAS 
 HAAHENSON 


MINNEAPOLIS COLLEGE OF 
ART AND DESIGN 


As the Chair of and full Professor in the Liberal Arts 

: | Department at Minneapolis College of Art and Design 
ВТ (MCAD), Thomas Haakenson enriches students’ ex- 

po : periences in the classroom by remind students that 

Зээ T RUE : he is simply human. “Sharing information about my 
noe зар port - personal life, including ‘my same-sex relationships,.is 
always an important part of humanizing myself to my 

students. I do not do.it aggressively nor immediately, 


welco ҮҮЛ МАС) but only gradually. Sharing my sexuality is а personal 


: matter, but I share information about myself in a pro- 
exc LE LIA: 221. fessional and comfortable way so that my students see 
9 me as I try to see them: complex, multi-dimensional, 
Dd caring, loving beings." Haakenson feels fortunate to 
COPA aula Ё work in such a welcoming environment where “the 
: : wi GLBT population is supported by the whole commu- 

Б Мез | nity.” For Haakenson, this-support comes especially: 
shar МАС) from the personal connections he builds with students. 
; ; Haakenson notes, “Studies have shown that college 
students actually learn more. if they see their profes: 
sors as humans, rather than one-dimensional individu- 
als who onlyexist in a classroom of during an office 
hour."But what is most exciting, he believes; is that 
students are creating clubs that “focus on particular 
forms of cultural expression independent of sexuality, 
race; or class...these groups allow the institution, its 
students, and its community to transcend issues of sex- 
ual identity in ways that are quite productive, if often 
indicative of a younger generation who more readily 

accepts non-heterosexual relationships." 


Haakenson advises students to be open with their sexual- 
ity despite any fears of losing family or friends. ^I have found 
great friendships and even more supportive family members 
by opening. up to these individuals. They know more about 
me...and feel I’ve invested more in them, too.” 

Finally, for people in the work force, Haakenson notes, 
"The job market is a tough place right now, so don't think that 
hiding your sexuality is going to make finding a job easier. It's 

` tough for everyone. But a job isn't the only thing-you should 

be thinking about or living for. Sometimes the best way to 

make the world a better place is by making small, everyday 

gestures of kindness. Smile at people more. Be friendly. Say 

~ ‘thank you' a lot. Hug. Karma has a way of finding you, and 
thanking you for it.” - 
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LINNEA 
STENSON 


MINNEAPOLIS 
COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE 


As the Associate Vice President for Acadamic Af 
fairs and an academic dean at Minneapolis Community 
& Technical College (MCTC), Linnea Stenson shows 


"her support for the GLBT’community by being out and 


open about her sexuality. With such а huge leadership 
role.at the college, Stenson stresses how important it 
is to be proud of her identity. “It’s important for all of 
us who are able to-do so to be out. Т never made any 
attempt to be anybody other than who I was. I went into 
my interview my butch self. It was a bravé choice for 
the college to bring me there.” 


MCTC is a very welcoming community, and Stenson notes 
that young people really appreciate faculty and staff who are 
out on campus. Stenson encourages people who feel comfort- 
able being out to be out and advocate for the GLBT communi- 
ty. She says, “I have had young people come up and say thank 
you for being out there...you never know how just living your 
life can such an effective and positive thing for young people.” 


- She also -suggests that GLBT students research prospective 


schools for GLBT support services and make connections 
with student groups in order to find support. 

For students graduating from college or others who are in 
the process of finding jobs, Stenson notes "The job market is 
really rough...but don't be afraid to ask for informational in- 
terviews in places where you think you might want to work. 
You can figure out if organizations have GLBT affinity groups. 
It can be hard to do the cold call, but I really recommend that 
people 'screw their courage to the sticking place' and make the 
calls. Those people, I find, are very generous with their time. 
They will take the time to talk to someone who's interested in 
the field or the.company.” 

Finally, Stenson advises people to “remember to breathe, 
wag your tail as much as you can, be grateful for what you 


· have, and help others where you can.” As for her own life, she 


definitely walks her talk. | 


Photo courtesy of Linnea Stenson 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries 
e Second Parent Adoptions • Domestic Partnerships 
* Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 

* Business Law * Bankruptcy 


Convenient Downtown 
Skyway level offices 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
Elizabeth Cloutier 12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
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Liberating, 


Nestled ‘away ifthe suburban area of Arden Hills, Bethel 
| University attracts students for its strong evangelical Christian 
ission and its seclusion. For firm believers who are straight, 
e campus 15 а protective bufferfrom the outside world, allow- 
tudents to focus on their educations and their faiths: But 
students, this buffer-does nothing to protect them 
е struggle of being GLBT..on.a less-than-welcoming 
campus. Though most people assüme-thát.GLBT life at Bethel 
is minimál-why would people attend a college that blatantly 
doesn’t support their lifestyle?-the Straight-Gay Reconcilers 
(6СЕ) аге making noise and not allowing anyone to stifle who 
they are. 


So how do GLBT students'exist on a campus that refuses their 
identities? Levi Kotas, a transman who left Bethel one. semester 
before he graduated, saw.that he could help meet the need for a 
GLBT community on campus.. “In 2005, the Equality Ride came to 
Bethel...they told me I wasn't alone and instructed that I should 
go out and try to find more of a cómmunity..So I did that the only 
way I knew how. I wrote a letter to the administration and sent it 
to every single member of the board .of directors, as well as the 
faculty and staff, and got the attention of everyone immediately. I 
said that whether they like it or not, there was going to be a Gay 
Straight Alliance on campus, and due to whatever rights I had as a 
human being, they couldn't actually stop this group from happening." 
And happen it did. Though the original group consisted of just Kotas 
and four of his friends, the group's Facebook page now hosts 128 
members, about half of which identify as allies. The site allows the 
students to plan meetings, share advice and GLBT news, and form a 
sense of community and belonging. SGR states on its Faeebook page 
that it “seeks to foster a community of love, service, and mutual re- 
spect that is intentionally devoted to providing a Safe Place for GLBT 
(Gay, Lesbian, Bi-sexual, Transgender) students, as well as providing 


a Safe Place for open dialogue around the issue of sexuality."Though .. 
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RECONCILERS 
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SGR exists, Bethel refuses to charter the organization and does not 
allow them to advertise their group on campus. Junior Mark Edinger, 
one of the group’s current members, notes that SGR events, particu- 
larly ones involving discussion about GLBT issues and theology, are 
not approved by the college. “They don’t want us talking about theol- 
ogy or politics that much.” Edinger also notes that if events “gain too 
much of a crowd or get too problematic, they can shut us down.” 

Edinger was drawn to SGR due to the Safe Place signs they made 
for professors to hang on their doors to promote a space free of ho- 
mophobia-a huge statement on campus. For Edinger, “Bethel is a 
scary place to be out. It’s not safe everywhere.” The Safe Place pro- 
gram provides support and opportunities for open and safe dialogue 
about sexuality. But Edinger says that they have to be careful when 
involving faculty. “We don’t want them to get too involved where they 
could lose their job. We just need support.” 

With regard to the administration’s reaction to SGR, Junior Nadalie 
Poole, a transwoman, says that the “administration generally is very 
crafty. They're outright geniuses when it comes to knowing just how 
much to give us and just how much to take away and block us. The of 


ficial wording by our Provost is ‘welcoming but not accepting.’ So they 


allow us to speak but they don't kill us.” Edinger adds, “We're allowed to 
exist. Students can hold their own opinions, but they still have to follow 
the covenant. I don’t know how they're going to chase us down for that.” 

In order to attend the college, Bethel students are required to 
sign a “Covenant for Life Together” which dictates the-accéptable 
Christian behavior they are asked to exhibit. The covenant cov- 
ers many issues such as alcohol consumption, biblical beliefs, and 
sexual practices. Included are two statements about homosexuality. 
First, “The Bible also identifies character qualities and actions that 
should not be present in the lives of believers. For example: destruc- 
tive anger, malice, rage, sexual immorality, impurity, adultery, evil 
desires, greed, idolatry, slander, profanity, lying, homosexual behav- 
ior, drunkenness, thievery, and dishonesty [5].” Also, a more general 
statement about everyone’s sexual behavior notes, “We believe that 
sexual intercourse and other forms of intensely interpersonal sexual 
L—Ee 


activity are reserved for monogamous, 
heterosexual marriage. We recognize 

hat sexual purity involves right motives 
as well as right behaviors." 

Straight ally Sabrina Fiester notes 
that students bring strong values with 
them to Bethel and sometimes don’t 
know how to react when they experience 
diversity, particularly regarding gender 
and sexuality. ^A lof of the students grew 
up in private Christian schools and went 
to church all the time and believed what- 
ever their parents told them. Then they 
get here and are like "Wow, gay people 
actually exist...it's kind of the first time 
they're even forced to think about it." 

The students are very vocal about 
their opinions of Bethel. Kotas says, “I 
will openly say that Bethel destroyed my 
faith. Not necessarily in Christianity, but 
in Christians. There is zero faith from 
them anymore.” Edinger says, “It’s hard 
to support an organization like Bethel 
that doesn’t support me.” But these 
views don’t hinder them from being out 
and active. Fiester notes that as an ally, 
she sometimes gets negative responses, 
but “everyone knows where I stand.” 

One way SGR raises awareness about 
GLBT life on campus is through a yearly 
event called “GLBT at Bethel,” where cur- 
rent GLBT students share their experi- 
ences. with a public audience. This year's 
event was Provost sponsored, and over 
300 people showed up to hear Edinger, 
Poole, and others tell their stories. Poole’s 
story about her transition touched quite 
"га few audience members, and she notes 
that lots of people came up to her with 
positive (and negative) feedback. 

When thinking about future Bethel 
students, straight ally Sheldon Carlsted 
hopes that students “Come here. We need 
people in this group so we can break the 
mold. You're outside of your comfort zone, 
so you brush up against other people. 
Make them think in the right direction. 
It just raises a more tolerant and loving 
environment." He hopes students come to 
Bethel to rock the boat. “But I understand 
why they don't," he adds. 

Edinger believes that “If you really 
want to change the world, start at the 
places that are most conservative...be 
brave going in. It may not be the most 
comfortable place, but you will sur- 
vive.” The SGR is doing more than just 
surviving; they are mapping uncharted 
territory at Bethel for the benefit of fu- 
ture GLBT students. 


TWIN CITIES 
PRIDE NIGHT 


Presented by MEDICA. Encore 


Tip off your pride week by watching the 2011 WNBA 
Champs compete on the court! Partial proceeds to m 
benefit your favorite community nonprofit! Also includes 
the post-game celebration event at Butcher and The 
Boar and your opportunity to meet a Lynx Star! 


LY NC LIBERTY 


‘Thu, June 21 e 7pm > 


TICKET DISCOUNTS: 


$65 Tickets for Only $55 
$50 Tickets for Only $40 
$30 Tickets for Only $25 
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WHAT 
EXACTLY IS DLP? 


DLP is a social fraternity, identified through various 
Chapters located on University campuses across the coun- 
try, and newly expanded internationally into Canada. As 
a social fraternity based on the Greek college model, each 
DLP Chapter is given its name in order of the Greek al- 
phabet. As the fourth Chapter of DLP, the University of 
Minnesota location is the Delta Chapter, founded on Sep- 
tember 28, 1988, and had its formal inauguration that same 
year at the Yall Come Back Saloon! 


HISTORY 


As a bit of background, the idea for what was to become 
the Delta Lambda Phi Social Fraternity originated in 1986 
with founder Vernon L. Strickland III during the course 
of discussions at a party in Washington, DC. Attentive to 
the lack of alternative social organizations for gay men at 
the time, discussions that night and in the coming weeks 
revolved around creating a “progressive social fraternity” 
for men, irrespective of sexual orientation, that would be 
based on the college Greek model. These discussions 
eventually led to the founding of Delta Lambda Phi Social 


Fraternity. From the beginning, DLP was founded on 
three purposes, which continue to inform its direction and 
unite the Brotherhood in common values of social, service 
and recreational activities, and the rights of and a respect 
for the diversity of all individuals. 


HOW DOES IT WORK? 


Twice a year—Fall and Spring semesters—the Delta 
Chapter schedules its Rush period. Rush is a series of events 
for interested men to attend in the effort of getting to know 
the Delta Chapter Brothers and for the Brothers to get to 
know the men interested in possibly joining the fraternity. 
Rush events are aimed at social interactions and provide 
plenty of opportunity for questions, learning, and having fun. 
Events vary from semester to semester, but previous events 
have included bowling night, Mall of America mini-golf, cof- 
fee social, and a drag party. After the Rush period, bids are 
offered to rush participants who are determined to be the 
best fit with the fraternity, and once the bids are accepted, the 
pledge process begins. The Pledge period is a 7-week period 
of education about the fraternity, interaction with the Broth- 
ers, and a series of tasks assigned to the pledges to complete 
during the pledge process. It is all part of the process every 
Brother in the fraternity has committed to. 
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In its current form, Delta Lambda Phi has 30 
Chapters. The Delta Chapter at the University of 
Minnesota is active with 20 Brothers and a surround- 
ing community of supportive and engaging alumni. 
Though identified primarily as a social fraternity with 
a continuous calendar of social events, DLP Brothers 
make their presence known in a number of different 
ways through service to the local community. Ser- 
vice projects include volunteering at the Minnesota 
AIDS Project, participating in the MN AIDS Walk, 
and at Pride both by marching in the parade and with 
a booth setup in the park. These are events when 
the fraternity gives back to the local community and 
makes its presence known. 


FUTURE 


Of course the future of the Delta Chapter is always a 
work-in-progress and is dependent upon a multitude of 
variables. But with strong leadership in place and an active 
and dynamic group of Brothers that has grown consistently 
over the past two years, the Delta Chapter is thriving. Goals 
for the future include continuing to increase the Chapter's 
membership, developing an even stronger presence on the 
University campus, participating in additional service proj- 
ects in the Twin Cities, and planning new creative and excit- 
ing events for future rush periods. 


BROTHERHOOD 


All logistics aside, at the heart of DLP and what sets it apart 
from other organizations is its unique quality of Brotherhood. 
One could look up the dictionary definition of “brotherhood,” 
gain an intellectual knowledge of it to mean "the state or rela- 
tionship of being brothers; fellowship; an association of men, 
such as a fraternity or union, united for common purposes," 
but the actual Brotherhood experience cannot be so rigidly 
defined or described. Every DLP Brother has his own sense 
of and experience of what it means to be a Brother and each 
brings his own meaning of Brotherhood to the fraternity. 
When asked what Brotherhood means to him, Delta Chap- 
ter Brothers and Alumni describe the meaning of Brother- 
hood in an array of different ways, covering a full spectrum 
of experiences anywhere from loyalty, honor, friendship, and 
community to strength, trust, honesty, and integrity. To oth- 
ers, Brotherhood means strength in numbers, bonding, and 
teamwork. It means love, friendship, and even family-like it 
or not. It means standing together as a whole even when the 
pieces don’t fit together nicely. Brotherhood is support and 
unconditional love, along with laughter and acceptance, and 
ultimately it can be the strongest bond in life. And itis through 
the bonds of Brotherhood that, although school’s out at the U, 
for Delta Lambda Phi, Brotherhood is always in. О 

For further information, and to learn of the Fall Semes- 
ter 2012 rush at the U, please visit www.dlp.org/delta, or 
find us online at Twitter and Facebook. 


© See more photos & videos online at lavendermagazine.com 
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School's Out: Macalester College 
Faculty, Staff, and Students Take a 
Stand for Marriage Equality 


by Adrienne Christiansen, Associate Professor and Director of the Center for Scholarship and Teaching at Macalester College 


CALL ME a reluctant gay marriage activist. 

This spring, two Macalester alums asked 
me whether Macalester faculty and staff 
were going to do anything to speak out 
against the proposed Minnesota constitu- 
tional amendment that will ban same-sex 
marriage. Mmmmm? Good question. 

The alums’ question troubled me be- 
cause I genuinely did not want to do any- 
thing about the upcoming ballot initiative. I 
lead a busy life, and most mornings I wake 
up thinking about ways to improve teaching 
and learning at Macalesterrather than ways 
to establish the legality of same-sex mar- 
riage in our state. 

I definitely did not want to coordinate any 
such efforts on campus. Why not? Because I 
feared I would be seen as a hypocrite. After 
all, Lam not married to my Beloved - a wom- 
an with whom I have been happily partnered 
for 11 years. 

Even worse, my "rainbow credentials" 
seem tarnished and dusty. I cannot remem- 
ber the last time I attended the Minnesota 
Gay Pride Parade. My car no longer sports a 
rainbow flag and I dislike the word “hetero- 
normativity" almost as much as the concept 
to which it refers.In short, I am no one's idea 
of a gay rights activist. 

Nevertheless, I could not bear to say to 
those alums, “No, Macalester faculty prob- 
ably won't do anything to speak out. We 
are very busy and are thus likely to remain 
silent as a group in the face of that odious 
amendment." So, I dodged their question. 
“ГЇЇ get back to you on this,” I said. 

My attitude changed once I started read- 
ing about the ballot initiative and the pro- 
posed constitutional amendment. Where I 
had previously been lukewarm to same-sex 
marriage, the idea of blatantly discriminat- 
ing against same-sex couples, and enshrin- 
ing that discrimination in the Minnesota 
constitution, got me fired me up. I began 
organizing my colleagues, and we got busy. 

The gay and lesbian faculty who came 
together dubbed ourselves *Macalester for 


ші 


EE 


The statement and its many signatures. 
Photo courtesy of Adrienne Christiansen 


Marriage Equality." We plan to host a series 
of programs in the fall term that will bring 
together the proponents and opponents of 
the constitutional amendment. We intend to 
sponsor civil dialogue and debate, and we 
hope to collaborate with student organiza- 
tions in these efforts. We expect to coordi- 
nate get-out-the-vote activities in preparation 
for the Nov. 6, 2012 election. 

We also wanted to make public our deep 
concerns about the amendment and why we 
oppose it. After working through many drafts 
and revisions, we wrote a formal statement of 
our views and this week began asking folks 
on campus to sign it. We hope that you, too, 
will read the statement, research the issue on 
your own if you have not already done so, and 
then join us by signing the statement if you 
share our perspective. You can find the full 
text and directions on how to e-sign the state- 
ment at http:/ /bit.ly/mnmarriagerights 

I may be a reluctant same-sex marriage 
activist, but I hope I have made those two 
alums proud of their alma mater. Busy as we 
are, Macalester faculty and staff won't take 
discrimination against gay and lesbian Min- 
nesotans sitting down. I urge you to examine 
your conscience and, if you can, stand with 
us for marriage equality. 

Why We Oppose the Proposed Con- 
stitutional Amendment 

1. The proposed constitutional amend- 
ment solely limits the rights of same-sex 


couples. Discrimination in civil rights on 
the basis of sexual orientation or gender 
identity is wrong. We believe such limita- 
tions on civil rights should not be enshrined 
in our state constitution. 

2. The proposed constitutional amend- 
ment conflicts with Macalesters commu- 
nity standards as exemplified by the Equal 
Employment Statement and Affirmative 
Action Policy Statement (Section 3.1 Em- 
ployees Handbook). These policies forbid 
any Macalester employee from discriminat- 
ing against other Macalester employees or 
students on the basis of “marital status” or 
"sexual orientation." 

3. Our opposition to the proposed consti- 
tutional amendment comports with Macales- 
ter College's historic commitment to social 
justice and its efforts to create learning and 
working environments that do not infringe 
upon human rights. 

4. Passage of the proposed constitutional 
amendment could substantially impair Ma- 
calester's ability to recruit and retain the 
best-qualified students, staff, faculty and 
administrators. Those who weigh a choice 
to attend Macalester or accept its offers of 
employment may well consider its location 
in Minnesota negatively. 

5. We believe the arguments on both 
sides of the same-sex marriage debate ought 
to be weighed in judicial proceedings where 
legal precedent and constitutional standards 
can be considered, but the proposed consti- 
tutional amendment would limit such con- 
siderations. According to those individuals 
promoting the ballot initiative, they pursue 
a constitutional amendment in order to pre- 
empt civil rights-based legal challenges to 
current Minnesota law (such as the 1997 
Minnesota *Defense of Marriage Act.") In 
contrast, we believe that the advocates of 
same-sex marriage ought to be able to make 
future legal arguments grounded in the 
equal protection and freedom of conscience 
clauses of the Minnesota constitution. O 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


BIG GAY NEWS 


BIGGHYNEWS COM: 


YOUR 


GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


1-USA 

Gays May Have the Fastest Civil Rights Movement 

United States — The Los Angeles Times reports that 
attitudes toward gays and lesbians have changed so much 
in the last decade that, as a poll reported, *half or more 
now agree that being gay is morally acceptable, that 

gay relations ought to be legal, and that gay or lesbian 
couples should have the right to legally marry." Cleve 
Jones, a protege of San Francisco Supervisor Harvey Milk 
in the 1970s, said “It’s pretty extraordinary what we've 
accomplished in less than 50 years." 


Apology Undermines Focus on the Family's Views 

Colorado — DenverWestword.com reports that groups like Focus on 

the Family can no longer use junk science such as *gay cure" to justify 
their anti-gay views. Dr. Robert Spitzer, author of a controversial 2001 
study arguing that gayness could be reversed, rejected his own research 
and subsequently apologized to the gay community. Perhaps his action 
can lead Colorado Springs-based Focus on the Family to back away from 
the philosophy behind reparative therapy. 


How to Know Whether You're Bisexual? 

United States — The Stir reports that while you're exploring your 
sexuality, it helps to think of it all on a spectrum. On one end, you have 
gay, and on the other, straight. But what if you find yourself attracted to 
both men and women? Many theories suggest we are all a little bisexual. 
Here are some clues: 

—You have more than a crush on people of the same sex; your feelings are 
deeper than a “bromance” or a “girl crush." 

—You have fantasies about people who are the same sex and about others 
who are a different gender. 

—You feel it in your gut. 

—You look for qualities in a person, rather than specific people, to date. 


Republicans Now Quietly Embracing Gays? 

United States - The Miami Herald reports that a quiet transformation 
is occuring in the Republican Party. It has begun to embrace openly gay 
candidates and gay Republicans, who feel more comfortable speaking 


out in a party that may have accepted them but didn't always show it. 
Former Republican Rep. Jim Kolbe said *It's an exponential change from 
a few years ago, and it's going to continue to happen." Currently, only 
four members of Congress are openly gay, all Democrats. But that could 
change in November. 


2-ZIMBABWE 

"We Don't Do Gays Here" -Chinamasa 

Zimbabwe - The Zimbabwe Mail reports that Zimbabwe's justice 
minister, Patrick Chinamasa, said the country will continue to 
persecute people who engage in same-sex relations. United Nations 
Human Rights Commissioner Navi Pillay recently visited the country to 
meet with relevant ministerial officials and civic society organizations 
in her assessment of the state of human rights situation in Zimbabwe. 
President Robert Mugabe declared in November that gays will be 
punished for their behavior in accordance with *African and Christian 
values." 


3-ISRAEL 

Israeli Report Recommends Surrogate Mothers for Gays 

Israel- JTA reports that an Israeli Health Ministry committee has 
recommended that gay men be allowed to seek a surrogate mother to 
have a child. 


4-ARGENTINA 

Argentina Grants Gender Self-Determination 

Argentina — Bitch Magazine reports that Argentina marked the end 

of gender by giving its citizens the freedom to change their legal 

and physical gender without having to undergo any kind of medical 
treatment or judicial procedures. The law gives Argentinians the unique 
freedom of gender self-determination. In America, swapping gender on 
a birth certificate typically requires evidence of hormone therapy, sex 
reassignment procedure, and/or a psychological assessment. 


5-IRAN 

Iranian Gay Men To Be Hanged For Sodomy 

Iran — Huffington Post reports that four Iranian gay men are due to be 
executed for sodomy under their nation's Shari'a laws. Last month, The 
Guardian reported that influential cleric and an Islamic scholar 
Ayatollah Abdollah Javadi-Amoli referred to gays as inferior to dogs and 
pigs. Javadi-Amoli said “If a society commits a new sin, it will face a new 
punishment. Problems like AIDS did not exist before." 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


The DLF Party’s Veteran's Caucus has 
made a point of standing strong against the 
amendment that would ban the freedom to 
marry in Minnesota. Minnesota Army Na- 
tional Guard Specialist Brian Cihacek chairs 
the caucus and is leading their effort against 
this amendment. He talks with us about why 
and what motivates him and the group to de- 
feat the amendment. 

Lavender Magazine: You are the chair 
of the DFL Veterans Caucus, which has 
made defeating this amendment one of 
its top priorities, as well as a straight 
ally. Some people may not see the con- 
nection between veterans’ issues and 
equality issues. Can you explain why 
you as a straight veteran feel so passion- 
ately about defeating this amendment? 

BC: I think a key value at stake in this 
fight is freedom. Freedom can mean free- 


Brian Cihacek 


dom from something and, in this case, I 
think the freedoms of the minority stand 
threatened by majority. 

As a veteran, I believe we must affirm 
informed have policy which represents the 
hopes and aspirations of citizens rather than 
parties or ideologues, and because the this 
constitutional amendment does not reflect 
that sentiment, it ought to be defeated. 

LM: Have you served with any gay ser- 
vicemen or women? What kind of conver- 
sations have you had about how not hav- 
ing the freedom to marry affects them? 

BC: I have served with gay servicemen 
and women. Because most of my service oc- 
curred under Don't Ask Don't Tell, this topic 
was not widely discussed for fear of stigma. 
This lack of an atmosphere where dialogue 
can occur is the sort of environment we can 
change through defeating this amendment 


and not making it just a gay issue, but an is- 
sue about our preserving civil rights. 

LM: What kind of benefits would 
be denied the partner of a gay service 
member that are currently available to 
straight married couples? 

BC: Some of the benefits are the capacity 
for shared housing, spousal relocation, and a 
dependent modifier to certain pay benefits. 
Not to mention the numerous benefits given 
to surviving spouses in the event something 
happens in the field. 

LM: If you could put in one word 
what value defeating the amendment 
embodies, what would it be? 

BC: Freedom. 


Brian is a part of the Veterans United for All Families co- 
alition. If you are interested in being a part of it, please 
contact Trevor(amnunited.org. 
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С RIDE REVIEW | Randy stem 


Photos by Randy Stern 


THE LATITUDE TESTER ADDS BIG 17-INCH ALLOY RIMS, MAKING THE PATRIOT MORE AG- 
GRESSIVE WHETHER IT HAS 4WD OR NOT. 


[ JEEP PATRIOT | 


WE THINK we know what this brand is 
all about. We certainly know where it came 
from and how it garners a high level of loyal- 
ty from its owners-especially those who fully 
utilize the capabilities of their steeds. 

Part of that loyalty comes from a bit of a 
spur in history-our history. In Randy Shilts' 
The Mayor of Castro Street, the biography of 
the late San Francisco politico Harvey Milk, 
a section of the book painted a picture of the 
Castro as the center of all GLBT liberation. 
In one paragraph, Shilts described how new- 
ly arrived denizens of the Castro took the 
neighborhood by storm-in a flotilla of Jeeps. 

Sure, Pm embellishing the story a tad, 
but it was true. In the 1970s, to be gay or 
lesbian in San Francisco was to embody an 
air of some level of masculinity. Only a few 


vehicles met this image perfectly at that 
time-namely the Jeep CJ-5. On a sunny day, 
the top and the doors were removed, and the 
sounds of disco music wafted out of the ste- 
reo onto the streets of the Castro. When you 
owned a Jeep CJ-5, you owned the Castro... 
or, at least you felt that way for the moment. 

In case our memory banks have not 
served us well, the CJ-5 begat the СЈ-7... 
which begat the Wrangler. Meanwhile, Wil- 
lys-Overland, one of the two originators of the 
World War II-winning instrument of military 
flexibility and the post-war keeper of the grail, 
sold Jeep to the Kaiser Corporation in 1954, 
then to American Motors in 1970, and has 
been part of Chrysler's portfolio since 1987. 
For something that won a major World War, it 
has gone through a series of metamorphoses 


without diluting its core task-to drive any- 
where without fail. This is where Jeep won its 
followers since the end of World War II. 
From the 1970s, our community's loyalty 
to the Jeep brand runs as deep as everyone 
else's. Who do you know in your circle of 
friends and family owns a Jeep? It doesn't 
have to be a Wrangler, per se, but you can see 
every kind of Jeep built amongst our people. 
'Though some Jeeps are more equal than 
others, the Patriot may seem less so. Com- 
bined on the same platform as the Compass 
and the now-extinct Dodge Caliber, the 
Patriot was seen as a small Jeep with some 
Trail Rated credibility. A measure of a Jeep is 
whether it earns the Trail Rated badge-an in- 
dicator to the consumer that it can go off the 
tarmac and into wherever you want it to go. 
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After several years in the market, the 
Patriot remains in the lineup despite being 
scheduled for replacement by the combined 
powers-to-be between Fiat and Chrysler 
based on the Five-Year plan of 2009. While 
it is still with us, the Patriot provides a quan- 
dary for Jeep aficionados and small SUV/ 
crossover consumers as to whether this is 
Jeep enough for everyone-including the 
brand's loyal consumers. 

The Patriot starts with a familiar look. 
From the front, it could be a doppelganger for 
the Wrangler-the seven-slot grille and promi- 
nent round headlights. Out in the back, the 
Patriot melds another Jeep icon onto its small 
frame-the 1984 Cherokee. By putting these 
two icons together, the Patriot becomes a vi- 
sual representation honoring the brand's past 
with a current mission in mind. Just like the 
old Cherokee, the roof height is lower com- 
pared to current small crossover/SUV offer- 
ings. A few nips and tucks were executed from 
the original a year or so ago, which makes the 
Patriot a bit more attractive than before. 

The Latitude tester adds big 17-inch al- 
loy rims, making the Patriot more aggres- 
sive whether it has 4WD or not. Firestone 
Affinity tires are not exactly made for rock- 
hopping, but they do form a sense of civility 
to the Patriot. The Latitude adds fog lamps 
up front and some subtle aerodynamics for 
better protection and airflow underneath. 

One peek inside, and you get what the 
Patriot is all about. In the Latitude model, it’s 
all business. You get a no-nonsense cabin for 
four adults and enough space in the cargo 
hold for a week at the cabin. Everything is 
straightforward from the instrumentation to 
the switches. To top it all off is the brand’s 
big steering wheel with plenty of functions 
available at your fingertips. Remember, the 
audio switches are on the back of the steer- 
ing wheel-a unique Chrysler feature. 

Up front, the seats are comfortable and 
supportive with plenty of bolstering to keep 
you in place through the curves or the rough 
stuff. If you find a nice upright position, you 
can command your Patriot without compro- 
mising your body. Rear seat passengers are 
treated to deep foot wells with plenty of space 
underneath the front seats. Seatbacks recline 
for second-row passengers. Though there is 
plenty of headroom, legroom may depend 
on the size of the adult sitting in back. Since 
there are cup holders in the middle of the rear 
floor, a third rear seat passenger may be out 
of the question for long journeys. 

This Latitude tester did not come with a 
whole host of luxuries, such as a navigation 


system, a sunroof, or other extras we love to 
play with. Instead, Chrysler’s standard audio 
set-up is more than adequate for the journey 
ahead. Along with AM, FM, and Sirius satel- 
lite radio, a single CD player is one option 
to enjoy your favorite sound through the 
Patriot’s four speakers. Your MP3 player 
gets an auxiliary jack in case you have some 
tunes you want to bring along for the trip. 
UConnect bridges your Bluetooth-enabled 
phone, becoming another piece of the audio 
suite that includes both phone and stream- 
ing audio from your music files. Simply, ev- 
erything works together very well. 

If you think that the cargo space in the 
Patriot is simply adequate, try folding down 
the second row. You can still carry plenty 
of things totaling 54.2 cubic feet of usable 
space. Once you fold down the front pas- 
senger seatback, there is a total of 62.7 cubic 
feet to play with for skis or that tall lamp you 
found at the thrift store. 

Powering this small SUV is a 2.4-litre dual 
overhead camshaft four-cylinder engine. This 
capable motor comes with the requisite four- 
valves per cylinder and variable valve timing 
as you get with all modern engines these 
days-good for 172 horsepower. That's plenty 
of power when you only have less than 3,400 
pounds to play with. The lighter weight and 
the willing engine make a fine combination 
when it is in motion, gobbling up the miles. 
The engine can get a bit noisy at lower ratios 
when the throttle is pressed. Once it settles 
into the groove, it is a very quiet SUV. 

A continuously variable transmission 
sends power to Jeep’s standard four-wheel 
drive set-up. There were a few issues with the 
CVT, such as moments of slow response to 
the throttle when entering onto the highway 
and while cruising when the CVT selects a ra- 
tio powering the engine at a higher RPM than 
normal. However, there is a solution to this 
problem-the Autostick. If you toggle the gear 
lever from side-to-side, the CVT responds 
with the correct ratio at the right speed. 
Sounds like a manual gearbox to me... 

Being a quiet little Jeep has its advantages. 
Ride quality is solid on all surfaces; not a lot of 
crossovers and SUVs can say that. Whether it 
is a smooth piece of tarmac, a street full of pot- 
holes, or a gravel rural road, the Patriot soaks 
it all in without complaint. Even on gravel, the 
Patriot is still a quiet rider. 

One surprise that was welcomed was the 
steering action from such a big wheel. The 
response is sharp and exacting, though a 
slightly smaller steering wheel would help 
matters a tad. Brakes are quite decent as the 


action is a bit sharper than most crossovers 
and SUVs driven lately. 

On-road handling is quite soft, however. 
There is plenty of lean and roll in the corners 
but with very little noise and feedback on the 
curves. Granted, no one buys a Jeep to carve 
up canyon roads, but there is plenty of solid- 
ity in the way the Patriot drives to make up 
for these few complaints. 

For a small crossover/SUV to warrant 
the attention of gas pump price-conscious 
consumers, fuel economy has to be within 
reasonable limits. The Patriot achieved a 
fuel consumption figure of 20.2MPG. You 
can get better fuel economy in a Patriot as 
the EPA rates it at 21-26MPG. 

Another important piece of the puzzle in 
this market place is the price one pays for 
such capability-especially in a Jeep. For 
this Latitude tester, the sticker came to only 
$24,685. You get plenty of conveniences for 
the money, but what if you wanted a Patriot 
with off-roading skills and an in-dash Gar- 
min navigation? You can get the Freedom 
Drive II package with off-road capabilities on 
the Latitude for almost $600-700 more, but 
not with the navigation. To get everything 
you want for outright adventure, you have 
to upgrade to the Patriot Limited. With the 
Freedom Drive II package and navigation on 
the Limited starting at $26,445, you may end 
up with the bargain of the class. 

The Patriot offers plenty of value with the 
right look and ambition. It is also quite the 
small SUV with a lot to offer, when equipped 
properly. Of course, it's not perfect. No ve- 
hicle can be exactly what you want, but it is 
a good choice for those of us on a budget 
looking to get into the ground level of Jeep. 

Is this the right Jeep for us? Good ques- 
tion. As GLBT people, we are loyal to the 
brands that support us and our lifestyle over 
the years. We expect them to deliver the 
goods for us when something new comes 
out. Therefore, we expect a lot from Jeep. 
These tough Trail Rated, yet civilized, ma- 
chines are a huge part of our heritage. 

The Patriot is right for some of the places 
we might live in. The price point is very good 
for most of our wallets. It carries up to four 
of us at a time. And, there are quite a num- 
ber of us who already own this small wonder. 
Sounds like a good choice, doesn’t it? 

It is a Jeep, after all. 


Randy Stern is an automotive writer from Robbinsdale, 
Minnesota. He can be followed at Victory & Reseda - 
http://www.randystern.net. 
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| SKIRTING THE ISSUES | ellen Krug 


ГУЕ BEEN best friends with a guy named 
Tharp for more than forty years. Decades 
ago, I began calling him "Thap," and it stuck. 
We met in Cedar Rapids on the first day of 
eighth grade when Thap walked up the aisle 
of our loud yellow bus. He had a fresh crew 
cut of jet black hair and wore brand-new blue 
jeans topped by a white button-down shirt. I 
saw a smile and an offered hand. 

“Hi, I'm Dennis.” 

In retrospect, it’s a wonder he was so 
friendly; with shaggy hair nearly to my 
shoulders, striped multicolored bell bottoms 
and a Nehru jacket, I was my own special 
mix of Iowa hippy and weirdo. A ten-inch sil- 
ver medallion hung around my neck—Mom 
thought it made me look cool. I smiled at this 
new kid, flashed the peace sign, and replied, 
"Peace man." 

It was 1970, after all. 

Somehow, some way, we clicked. Soon, 
we were nightly telephone junkies, sharing 
about girls, music and politics. Eventually, 
we both made the football team, with Thap 
as quarterback and me as front-line guard— 
making sure that he was safe from rushing 
linemen hellbent on taking him down. 

Later—much later—I told him my se- 
crets. That I loved all things feminine. That 
I fantasized about sex with women and 
men. That something wasn’t right with me. 
He listened as I confessed, held me when I 
wept, and was there for me as my marriage 
crumbled. All the while, he never asked, 
“Are you crazy?” 

When I shifted from man to woman, he 


Thap 


didn’t waver. I took a road trip to visit sur- 
geons for gender reassignment surgery. 
“ГЇ come with you," Thap offered. And 
thus, we began a three thousand mile odys- 
sey where I found myself listening as Thap 
interrogated sex change doctors. “So, what 
is your post-surgical rate for orgasms?” he 
asked. “What kind of follow up will you do 
after Ellie’s surgery?” At one point, I had to 
pull him back—I worried that his question- 
ing was too aggressive. 

“Ease up or this doctor won’t want me to 
be his patient.” 

In the end, Thap’s opinion was crucial 
as to whom I'd choose for my surgeon. I 
couldn’t have made that decision without his 
good counsel. 

Six months after I transitioned, now look- 
ing all female, I met Thap at the airport. I de- 
cided to play a trick on him. Sitting near the 
baggage claim, I acted disinterested. From 
the corner of my eye, I watched Thap walk 
past me. Ten seconds later, my cell phone 
buzzed. “Where r u?” the text read. 

“Ten ft away,” I texted back. 

I looked up and grinned. Thap smiled 
back, proof that my transition was a success. 

For years, we’ve been telephone confi- 
dants, speaking four or five or six times a 
week—him in Boulder and me, now, in Min- 
neapolis. His twenty-year-old daughter regu- 
larly calls for my advice: “Hi, Aunt Ellen.” 
My youngest daughter adores Thap. We’ve 
holidayed together and most recently, I 
spent Christmas—and shed tears—with him 
at a Phoenix hospice as his father headed to- 


ward death. 

It is, in many ways, the most fulfilling— 
platonic—love affair one could ever want. 

Two months ago, it was my turn to accom- 
pany Thap on a medical journey. This time, it 
was his heart—that wonderful body part that 
permitted Thap to love me for four decades. 

We showed up at the Mayo clinic at 5:30 
on a Friday morning, anxious. The night 
before, being the ever good lawyer and 
designee on his medical power of attorney, 
I clarified Thap’s final wishes. “If things go 
wrong,” he offered, “I don’t want a life where 
I’m bedridden.” 

I promised. 

As I watched two nurses wheel Thap 
away, I sank. The procedure had a tremen- 
dously good success rate, but still, you never 
know. For a second, I imagined my life with- 
out him and saw only blackness. 

Six hours later, I sat with a groggy and 
hurting Thap in his hospital room. “Things 
went remarkably well,” the nurse exclaimed. 
I breathed easier. 

I took advantage of the leftover anesthe- 
sia and teased about him being both bossy 
and cranky. Then I waited on him hand and 
foot, and I stayed until it was night. 

I drove to the hotel that evening, thank- 
ful. With luck, we'll have another twenty five 
years together. 

On the other hand, even that many years 
won't be enough. O 


Ellen Krug can be reached at ellenkrug75(agmail.com. 


You've been through an accident. We've been through 


MAPLEWOOD 
651-766-9770 
EDEN PRAIRIE 
952-941-5586 


LAKEVILLE 
952-985-5855 
BURNSVILLE 
952-898-1636 
INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
651-286-3921 


RICHFIELD 


612-866-0016 


BLOOMINGTON 
952-767-3399 


Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 


St. Louis Park, MN 
55416 


p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


ATTORNEYS 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 


Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


BANKRUPTCY 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


www.cazaleslaw.com C. Alexanderf€azales, Esq. 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


“ШОН МОВЕ 
Ameriprise © WITHIN 
REACH* 


Financial 


Your financial needs are unique. 
I can help you plan for your goals. 


Our Advisors. Your Dreams. MORE WITHIN REACH* 


Curtis Brock, MBA г [æ] 1700 W Hwy 36 
> Associate Financial Advisor — : Ste 620 
with the pratice of Gavin Craig H Roseville, MN 55113 


B [5] 651-797-2904 


: (в) Curtis.x.Brock@ampf.com 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA 


FLORAL SHOPS 
AUTOMOTIVE ; 
(HA GEN 5 FB 22 2 ) х Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 
Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! June Rose noema E 
Free Estimates In shop only 


All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


www.hagensautobody.com | 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 N 


651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


BARBERS 


Barbers 
on 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
^ 2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


612.309.8743 f 


Lets get started with a 


FREE Session 


today! 
Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, 
ACSM Certified 


ENDGAME FITNESS 


MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL AREA 


218-259-5894 
Endgamefitness.net 


HOME SERVICES 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


Siding 
Roofing • Windows е Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available » Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor • MN License #20384780 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY + KITCHENS + TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE * DECKS * PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Youn Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECARENN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


“A Signature Product” 
Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting 


Let us show you how we can optimize your home 
improvement experience. Ask about our summer p 
specials and storm damage renovation programs. 


RDavisConstruction.com 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


Lic.# 20635925 


for America 


BC248265 


DOORS + PERGOLAS • WINDOW: 
SIDING • ATTIC INSULATION 
Our Energy Savings Solutions Company 


Call: (651) 203-0149 for FREE price quote today Жай // 
www.nwfaMN.com 


A - 2 ELECTRIC 


E. We'Ildo (almost) anything A-Z! 
4” < ; 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


LIBRARY 


er Readers receive a 10% discount 
when they mention this ad! 


CONSTRUCTION INC. 


612.760.2863 


Trusted vendor of: Caribou Coffee, Famous Dave's, Don Pablo’. Fully Licensed, Bonded & Insured #20638861 


и сқ 


РРС 


PERSONAL PRIDE 
-CONSTRUCTION- 


Offering you our PERSONAL best for the PRIDE of your home. 
www.personalprideconstruction.com 
Tom Spears 612-598-5448 


Bonded & Insured Lic 


Roofing, Siding, Remodels, 
Additions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, More 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 1 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


МАТТ% 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 

Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 

Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Bore, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 
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The Мич акта Seed 
by. Mark &Kay. Halla 


Landscaping & Garden Center 


952.361.9954 • www.TheMustardSeedinc.com 
6055 Hwy. 212 • Chaska, MN 55318 е info@TheMustardSeedinc.com 


HOUSE CLEANING 


GREER AS A 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial свела Services 
The best clean with 


uatrefoil 


Library 


РД ок our products аге non-toxic & biodegradable. 
Insured and bonded! 
Call Today! (651) 895-3322 • wwwgreenasawnistle. da 


ом ҮҮ ҮНҮ" t 


INSURANCE 


PROTELTS 


YOU FROM 


ике ALLSTATE 


I can help you get the coverage you need. 
People who switched to Allstate saved money 
and got more protection. Which means they're 
better prepared for the mayhem that can happen 
everywhere. So don't wait! Call me today. 


LOIS A. CASTANEDA Ф 


(612) 871 6830 
Allstate. 


127 W. GRANT ST/C, MINNEAPOLIS 
You're in good hands. 


a073414@allstate.com 
Call or stop by to see how much you can save. 


overage and savings based on pokey fetes selected and aro subject to terms, conditions and avit 
Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
| INSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 | 
6262 Воопе Аме. М. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


~ 


Бал 


| 


Davina M. Baldwin 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


(651) 5345 Ж ООЛ; 


www.p аа о сот 


(EMATION SERVICE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


"Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 

Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 


— 
VISA kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


REAL ESTATE 


хоса e 


Marilyn Farinel 


Marlynt< 
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REAL ESTATE 


You call. I answer. 
Shocking! 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5/ 


bavi 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Gxrceptional Design. 
orceptional, Finishes. 


v Jophisticated, Sucurious Ke ЕДД 


B E а 


On a quiet cul-de-sac with views of Middle Twin Lake. 

Main level family room off the kitchen. Party-sized patio. 

Spacious sundeck. Two+ BR, 3 BA. Perfect for 
entertaining. $549,900. 


Carla Anderson 612-581-7746 or 612-925-8401 
CarlaAnderson@cbburnet.com 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


exhale 


certified massage therapy 


downtown minneapolis 


www.exhalemn.com 
terry bruckner elle anderson 
612.751.8514 


612.432.5438 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


I'm Going То Tell 
Your Mother 


I MAY have mentioned in previous col- 
umns that my handyman regularly texts 
me naked pictures of the tramps he picks 
up at donut shops and mini-marts. But, it's 
spring and everyone is feeling frisky, so 
this fun fact bears repeating. 

I have begged him to stop sending me 
these pictures. He knows I'm a lesbian and, 
not surprisingly, is titillated by it. He thinks 
it's so cool that he can both ogle my breasts 
(which are quite ogle-able) and treat me 
like a bro. 

Last week, while I was at a business 
meeting, I made the mistake of leaving my 
phone on the table when I left the confer- 
ence room for a moment. When I returned, 
I found seven guys in suits giggling uncon- 
trollably while passing my phone around 
the room. I ripped the phone from one of 
the executive's paws, only to find that my 
idiot handyman had texted me a picture of 
a girl's hoo-hah. It popped up on the iPhone 
screen when I left the room. 

I excused myself from the meeting and 
called the imbecile. 

"You have to stop doing this," I said, in 
my best angry whisper. 

He giggled, thus proving that blue collar 
and white-collar guys DO have something 
in common. They all giggle like schoolgirls 
every time they see a naked woman. 

I gazed down at the picture. It was as 
sad and desperate as every picture he 
sends me. The girls are always too young 
for him. He's 42, and they look like fetus- 
es. They have the same hairless, googly- 
eyed appearance as a fetus and seem to be 
encased in a jelly-like substance. The pic- 
tures are usually taken in their bedrooms, 
which are typically adorned with soiled 
pink comforters and black sheets. There 
is always a picture of a butterfly or a panda 
or some other victimized breed of animal 
hanging on the wall. And the picture is al- 


ways crooked. They usually have scars on 
their abdomens. I prefer to think they're 
the result of botched appendectomies, but 
I fear they are the marks of something far 
more sinister. 

“How do you keep meeting women 
who feel compelled to send you naked pic- 
tures?" I asked. 

“They want to keep me interested, I 
guess," he said proudly. 

"And this keeps you interested? A picture 
of some po-faced hillbilly who looks like she 
just jumped a freight car out of the holler?" I 
responded, studying the image. “She has no 
breasts and appears to have the beginning 
of scoliosis. She's as sexy as a virus, which 
I’m certain she's teeming with." 

My handyman is a good-looking guy 
with a well-paying job (garbage truck driv- 
er), which makes him a great catch in my 
small town. He has a new love interest every 
weekend, which he announces by sending 
me a naked snap. Each time I receive one, I 
ask him to give me the poor girl’s mother’s 
phone number so I can tell on her. 

I have never taken a naked picture of 
myself and not just because I’m a prude, 
which, admittedly, I am. The truth is that 
I’m very vain, and naked pictures taken by 
non-professionals are awful. They show ev- 
ery misplaced hair and blemish. And if you 
are taking a self portrait by holding your 
camera-phone at arm’s length, you have to 
contort yourself in such a way that pock- 
ets of fat balloon in odd places, making you 
look misshapen. There is a good reason 
why people dim the lights during sex. 

So, kids, stop sending naked pictures 
to prospective lovers. The next time you’re 
tempted to do so, just remember that the 
awful person you're texting them to will 
most likely send them to someone like 
me. And I will call your mother and let her 
know what you've been up to. О 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To re- 
serve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavenderma- 
gazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 


ox 11 
15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 
Center Giy, 
(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project The 

Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 
Food Shelf an Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 


org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 

Waow pO ram.org 

www.Sto MN.com 

Уул nSPOl org/ Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
ve. 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/, у 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to Батров іп research studies. 

420 Delaware Street 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts 


Masterpieces From All Over The 


Enjo 

World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 
2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 
Zeitgeist Arts 
Café - Cinema - Theater 


"Let us entertain you!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 
Duluth, M 
218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www. zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm 1-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

НШЫ all things совае i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

113 N. Te St 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
апте in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 

Serving men, women and families in 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. 
Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 


Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 


Check out our online catalogue. 
1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 


Radio K is the studentrun radio station 


of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

ie! 221-2547 


ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Туп 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www .JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
"Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience" - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission program. 
1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com" 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 
erforming arts organization in the 

08 and is home fo Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[651 789-1012 


ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 

performing arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 


345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh PI. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 
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Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to thrilling 
contemporary theatre and the Twin 
Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 М. Ist St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 


www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community {гой music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are 


good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


Professional Pet Sitters of 
Minnesota 

An association of business owners 
dedicated to providing quality pet 
sitting and dog walking. 
http://www.petsitfersmn.org/ 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 
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PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
and board members. Contact us 


today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

e welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 


majestic space. 
500 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(651) 224-4728 


www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons of all 
races, cultures and sexual orientations. 
500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 

ы Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

A covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227.6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
ational United Church of Christ 
n open and affirming, peace with 

justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(I-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 824.0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Mayim Rabim Reconstructionist 
Congregation 

We are an evolving urban Jewish 
community welcoming diverse 
backgrounds and сагата our 
shared heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55410 
612-247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Traditional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, The 
Arts & Music. 

900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark's Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Ministry 
+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 
congregation welcoming "you" on 
God's journey of love and justice. 
900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 


Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ 

Socially and theologically progressive. 
Open and affirming. A 'Just Peace' 
church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 


Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life better 
for our most vulnerable citizens since 


1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 

www.I|ssmn.org 

SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
Leaque (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 

Visit the historic St. Croix river town О 
ton, : 

Unique shopping, orchards, dining, 

wine bar, activities, : 

www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stil Wwater/Cak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 
Playing host to guests looking for fun 
etaways & those in town to get deals 


one. 

648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, WI 

(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 


Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 


www.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR" 


Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Ive been dating Angela for a couple 
of months. She's smart, attractive and ex- 
tremely fun - which is not necessarily typi- 
cal of the garden-variety lesbians I've en- 
countered. Гуе been okay with her seeing 
other people, until she recently told me she 
was seeing a 28-year-old who was also see- 
ing another 28-year-old. Initially, Angela said 
that the 12-year age difference (she's 40) is 
too much for a serious relationship, but now 
she seems entranced with having this young 
woman all to herself. I’ve found myself to be 
the jealously bait in this whole thing, i.e., 
“if you're seeing your little 28 year old girl- 
friend this weekend, then I'm seeing Stella." 

So, my question is: Should I wait this 
out? I have a feeling that once Angela's ob- 
tained her Class of 2002 obsession she'll 
have won and it won't last and I can go 
back to weaving my woman-catching web of 
charm and mystery. On the downside, she 
drives a HUGE SUV, and while it's great to 
make out in - I'm a little put off by the sheer 
mass of her vehicle. 

-STELLA 


Dear Stella: 

If you want an exciting chase and maybe 
some hot sexual intrigue, fine. But if you're 
plotting to wait it out with the hope of hav- 
ing a serious relationship with Angela, for- 
getit. Since Angela apparently thinks of you 
as bait (and worse, always-available bait), 
her perception probably won't change even 


if she and Lolita break it off. It's also a bad 
sign that Angela has let you know how much 
she likes the other woman; if she were truly 
interested in you, she'd probably hedge her 
bets and keep it to herself. 

But you're right about the huge SUV. 
Lesbians who drive massive vehicles tend to 
be hyper-athletic and bossy-not necessarily 
good girlfriend material, unless you're into 
that sort of thing. But a friend with a big 
truck is a beautiful thing. Let Angela rescue 
you from snow banks and take you on off- 
road trips to the sand dunes and mountains. 
If you quit making out in the truck, Angela 
can use it to help you haul your furniture and 
lingerie once you capture a girlfriend who 
actually adores you. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I appreciate your column and read it reli- 
giously. My question pertains to the inequal- 
ity within our community. By that I mean that 
as lesbians, it seems that we are not treated 
equally by our brothers. To keep this short 
ГЇЇ share only one example: Whenever I go 
out to a gay/lesbian bar and the bartender is 
male, I never get fair service. If a man walks 
up to the bar after me, he always gets faster, 
more attentive service. It appears that the 
bartender is strained to even look at me, let 
alone ask me what I'd like to drink. 

It is a catch-22 situation. Women/les- 
bians are accused of poor tipping, yet we 
frequently receive rotten service. So, why 
tip that kind of service? Plus, if we are as- 


sertive and say something, then of course 

we are labeled"bitchy" and the cycle con- 

tinues. How do you suggest handling this 

inequality within our own community? 
-RISKY 


Dear Risky: 

Ms. Behavior will start with the assump- 
tion that you're not the kind of lesbian who 
sits at the bar with nine friends who drink 
a total of 36 beers, eat 45 meatball heroes, 
split the bill to the penny based on who got 
the most meatballs, and then tips two bucks. 
She'll also assume that the bartender is not a 
shallow, crotch-gazing party boy. 

With those as givens, if you're reasonable 
customers, you should get decent service. If 
you don't, poor tipping with no comment is 
not the solution; it only perpetuates the per- 
ception that lesbians are cheap. (It's also an 
excuse for lesbians who really ARE cheap to 
feel justified about their bad manners, and 
for gay men who dislike women to feel that 
the bad service was warranted.) So, if the 
bartender snubs you, say something direct, 
but stick to the situation at hand, describing 
why you're displeased. 

But please do not try to educate the bar- 
tender about the entire cultural, political, 
and socioeconomic structure that perpetu- 
ates the oppression of your sisters. Don't, 
for example, remind him that lesbians only 
get 49 cents for every dollar a man earns. He 
doesn't care. And if you annoy him, he may 
not wash your glass properly. O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


Trolon and | once went on a cruise. 


Trolon et moi y avons fait une croisière. 
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HICIMOS UN 


VIAJE EN UNO. 


ames... 


TE TiENEN TODO 
БГ DIA ENTRETE- 
NIDO --- BAILES, 

CONCURSOS, JVE- 


You have fun all day... dancing, contests, It's as if you were in kindergarten, only 


POR RODRO 


сомо si Е<ТО- 
VIER AS ES = = 

PARYULARIO, ТЕ“ 
CERVEZ 


with beer and wine. 


Un navire de l'amour! 


g 
On sy divertit toute la journée... danse, 
concours, jeux... 


C'est comme à la maternelle, mais avec 
du vin et de la biére. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
[эк== чыл ————nÓ 


EMPLOYMENT 


WORK TO SAVE THE BOUNDARY 
WATERS - $8.50-$13.50/hour. 
Career opportunities available. www. 
jobsforgoodcauses.org. Call Lynn: (612) 
331-3125. 


COTTAGE HOUSE + Ап Occasional 
Market • Next sale: HOME & GARDEN! 
JUNE 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, Wed. 1-7pm, 
Th-Fri 10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-6pm. 
• 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, 
MN. www.thecottagehousempls. 
comHOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
Interior & Exterior Painting. Plus 
Carpentry Services. Call: (651) 917-2881 
or go to www.proteampaintingplus.com. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 
(cats tool) Energetic. Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. mb(dbarkavenueminneapolis.com 
(612) 423-4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST + 
COACH e CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp.com/. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots 
of TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 
days. Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


ee 
ADVERTISER INDEX 


Adult Floral & Garden Mortgage 
Megaphone .................. 65 Linder's Greenhouses & David Lozinski, First Equity 
Garden Center .............. 11 Mortgage ........................ 6 
Arts & Entertainment Tangletown Gardens ... 53 
Big Gay Cabaret .......... 24 Network 59-61 
Chanhassen Dinner Food 
Theater ........................... 21 Gourmet Oil and Organizations 
Hennepin Theatre Медаље са и 29 Metropolitan Center for 
Tusi a censes 2:27 Independent Living ......... 7 
Idina Menzel ................. 21 Grocery Stores Pillsbury House ............ 25 
Minneapolis Musical Wedge Co-op .............. 32 
Лава ес но 25 Pet Products & Services 
Mu Performing Arts ......21 Health & Wellness Animal Humane 
Twin Cities Gay Men's SarahCare ....................... 5 Society iain an 27 
Chorus... 29 Medica ......................... 45 VCA Animal Hospitals .. 14 
University of Minnesota, 
Automotive Infectious Diseases ....... 19 Real Estate 8. Rentals 
Fiat Minneapolis ........... 67 YWCA of Minneapolis .10 Ruzick, Amy 8 Johnson, 
LaMettry's Collision ..... 58 ayi aa 6 
Health, Wellness & 
Bars & Nightlife Recovery Restaurants 
9 Bar .... Joffe Medi Center ........... 9 Blackbird Cafe .. 
Gay 90's Right at Home ............... 14 Burger Moe's .... 
Lush Food Bar .. Downtowner Woodfire 
Town House .................. Home Services Grill 
House Lift Remodeler ... 35 Ys Greek To Me .. 
Beauty & Relaxation Re-Bath ........................... 7 Jakeeno's Pizza & 
Anew Aesthetic Medical Sedgwick Heating dcs ere T 29 
Center 2а 6 апа Ait cote 7 oring Kitchen 8 Bar ......3 
Dermatology Stio Roofing and Park Tavern Bowling & 
Consultants .................... 11 Construction .................... 5 Entertainment Center.... 35 
Roat Osha 229 
Beverages Insurance Rudolph's Ribs .............. 32 
Diageo «eroe 68 Bartell, Dawn ................ 13 Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 32 
Grandview Grill... 
Coffee & Tea Jewelry ouisiana Cafe .. 
ALM Corner Cafe ........ 29 Arthur's Jewelers .... Uptown Diner .... 
Max's Woodbury Cafe 3 
Communications 
АМУЗО аи аи 11 Legal Retail 
Cloutier Law Offices .... 45 Golden Fig Fine Foods .34 
Events Déan ТН acciona 5 
The Beer Dabbler ........ 45 Heltzer & Houghtaling .10 Sports & Recreation 
GLBT Pride Twin Cities .31 Jerry Burg, Attorney Minnesota Lynx .... 
at Law 
Financial Moshier, Becky .. 
Moltaji, Roya .... 
Palm, Karen Media & Communications 
US Bank .... Radio K 770 .. 


QUEEN TOURING PRESENTS 


Quo 


EXTRAVAGANZA 


WWW .QUEENEXTRAVAGANZA.COM 


THIS SA 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 


¿BRICK 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Get tickets at AXS.com 


Minneapolis 


952.938.8700 
763.226.2929 
612.465.7255 


St. Paul 
651.305.2737 


Tell-A- 
Friend | 


RE 


to Listen 
& Reply to Ads! 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2011 PC LLC 


LavenderMagazine.com | 65 


Le 
ым 
E 
[zl 
> 
i= 
= 
e 


THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


The Body Shop 


THE GIRL on the elliptical next to you is 
impossibly thin. You roll your eyes and peek 
at the dashboard on her machine. Time 
Elapsed: 85 minutes. Resistance Level: 10. 
Cross Ramp Level: 10. Holy shit. Who is this 
girl? She's even pedaling on her tiptoes. 

You sneak admiring, jealous glances at 
her stats until she wraps up her work out 
(five minutes later, thankfully), and YOU be- 
come Master of the Elliptical. 

Your reign lasts 15 minutes on Level 1, 
when you dismount the elliptical and make 
your way to the free weight section, which 
you let empty out before you walked over. 
It's been several weeks—(cough) months— 
since you've been here. You decide to start 
easy, and you pick up а 105 dumbbell. With 
one hand on your waist for balance, you curl 
the weight with your other. 

You smile at yourself in the mirror. I AM 
HERE. This summer will be amazing. This is 
the beginning of many such work outs. Look 
at how easily I curl this weight, this insignifi- 
cant piece of metal. 

Your confidence is high. Your endorphins 
are pumping. And then-POPl-you feel a snap 
in your forearm. You drop the weight on the 
matted floor and stretch your arm to pop it. 

“Dude, you aight?” says a new arrival to 
the free weights. He's definitely not your ju- 
nior. Well, maybe in age. But in gym experi- 
ence, no. He's like The David or something. 


"Yeah," you say and stretch your arms. 
“Just dusting off the cobwebs.” 

He laughs, “Well lemme know if you want 
any help.” He walks to a bench press. 

Why yes, you think to yourself, I would 
like your help. Just not with any of this. You 
smile and pick up your 105 dumbbell. And 
you feel a kind of sadness fall over you. Some- 
thing between embarrassment and want. 

You've felt this way before. At pool par- 
ties. When your friends with the big muscles 
group together for a picture and you feel 
awkward because either they didn't invite 
you to stand with them or because even if 
they did, you'd decline with a funny/defen- 
sive remark like, ^I ain't standing next to you 
muscle-heads." 

It's you being self-conscious. It's you be- 
ing too busy to work out as much as they do, 
although you secretly wish you were more 
like them (which really translates into you 
lacking the motivation). It's you being vain. 
It's you wanting to feel attractive. 

'This is us being who we are-social crea- 
tures with sex drives and a natural desire to 
feel wanted. We want to feel as lusted after as 
we perceive our gorgeous friends to be. It's 
a feeling that started at puberty and, though 
its importance to us may dull with time, it 
remains an indelible part of who we are. We 
want to be beautiful. When we look at our 
naked selves in the mirror, rarely do we find 


solace in *I look average." 

But then that word "confidence" rears 
its nasty little head. “Confidence is sexy,” 
you've heard. And you know it’s true. It's 
why there are so many “how in the world 
did THEY end up together?” observations 
(barring money, of course, but that’s an- 
other column). 

The bottom line is confidence IS sexy. 
You know it is. It charms people. It wins 
them over. So why is it so hard to pretend 
like we have it when it comes to our bodies? 

It’s hard to pretend because you can’t 
fake it. False confidence is cockiness-and it 
reeks of insecurity. 

I have a slender build-little muscle mass- 
and when I do work out, I enjoy long periods 
on the elliptical with the New Yorker, not 
weights. Meanwhile, l'm surrounded by 
friends who tend to their pecs, abs, and legs 
religiously. But I'm not ashamed of my paltry 
biceps in the summertime. Why? Because I 
stopped putting physical confidence on a 
pedestal above social know-how (you know, 
like how to carry on a conversation). What 
makes me confident with my clothes on is 
that same thing that gives me confidence 
when I take them off-a distinction, I think, 
worth considering the next time you feel a 
little uncomfortable. 

At least until you have that ass made of 
steel. O 
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